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Hep To the Right Honourable 
HUGH Lord Willoughby of Parham. 


My Lord, 
Tus HE favourable. Aſpe& your 
Lordſhip is pleaſed to atford 
to the living Miniſters and 
| Members ot Chriſt, encou- 
*rages me to addreſs unto your Honour 
itheſe worthy remains-of a Reverend 
: Miniſter now with God, And as I 
would humbly implore your Lordſhip's 
:kind and noble Patronage to theſe Di{- 
'courſes, fo I do with the profoundeſt 
'Deference and Submiſſion, commend 
-+them to your Peruſaland Prattice, Your * 
'Lordſhip 15 not without a juſt Appre- 
tenſion of the Caution and Vigilancy 
"which they more eſpecially ſtand in need 
of, who poſſeſs an high Station, and 
manage great Concerns in this viſible 
*World, left they ſhould be diverted 
thereby trom ſeeking that which is In- 
viſible and Eternal. The Confiderati- 
ons preſented in the following Sheets, 
will contribute no ſmall Aſfiſtance to 
your Lord{hip's Chriſtian endeavours in 
this weighty Afair : They do not only 
A 2 make 


w The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
make future Inviſible Things.a match to 
cope with thoſe that have the Advan- 
tage -of a Senſible, Viſible Preſence ; 
but, it duly attended to,ma, by the Bleſs 
| ſing of God, give them a victorious 
Sway and Empire in the Thoughts and 
Afﬀections of Men. £ 
That your Lordſhip's Conduct may 
entirely correſpond with the Profeſſion 


Fi DOE SOS ok.. 5. YT Lo ——— 


you make of a moſt holy Religion, and ! * 
with the clear Knowledg of Divine }. 


Things, wherewith it hath pleaſed God ? 
to endow you ; that to your noble Ex- |} 


trattionand great Abilities, you may add 


# 


Wars; 


fo 
o 
F 
X 


many; honourable Atchievements, .and } - 
happy Performances, for the Glory of ! 


God, the Good of his Church, and 
the Proſperity of your Nativ& Coun- 
try, to thc. everlaſting Honour of your 
Perſon and Famuly inthis World, and to 
the Salvation of your precious Soul in the 


World tocome,1is and ſhall be the Prayer ; = 
:: the 


of, 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt humble and. 
moſt obedient Servant, - 


JOHN CHORLTON. 
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A Brief 


' ACCOUNT 


n | OF THE 

: LIFE 
d : = 4 , 

1d OF THE 

s+ AUTHOR: 
x 

n- * R; Henry Pendlebury, the R#- 
ur | | werend Author of the enſuing 
to Diſcourſe, was born the 6th of 
ou | May 1626, at Jokin 7 Bury. 
| Fariſhm Lancaſhire: Hts excellent Memory ts 
Qn owmng to the: follewing Account, He was from 


' } 'bis Childhood of a: ſolid* and reſerved Spirit ; 
: + there did thin appear in bim an averſneſs to 
- .* Vanity, and an imclination to Seriouſneſs ; he 
.... badan aptneſs for, and love to Learning, and 
. purſued it with great Cloſeneſs and Diligence. 
. There then ſeemed to be an early Foundation 
N. 4d in him, upon which afterwards a- bigh Fa- 
4 A 3 brick 


V1 A brief Account 


brick of Learning and Goodneſs was to be ex ed. 
He was at ſeveral Schools, but perfedted for the | 
Umniver/ity at Bury School. After be bad 


taken his Degrees at Cambr idg, he returned; 


#mto Lancaſhire, and preached his firft Sermon) . 


at Aſhworth in the Pariſh of Midleton, Au-! 
git 16.4648. where afterwards he ſpent gone 


tne as Probatiouter in the Mi niftry g 


He was ſet apart to the Office and Work of 
the A at. Turton-Chappel, in the Pa- 


riſh of Bolton in the Moors, Ottob. 3d 1650, 
The Reverend Mniſtcrs'] Jhat inveſted him in 


the Miniſterial Office, were; Mr. JohitTilſley, 
Ar. Thomas Pitts, 24r. Jonatha: Scolefield,. 


Ar. Toby Furneſs, Ar. Robert Bath. T bey 
n99 were preſent, obſerved him to make his 


Ordination-Vows'and Promiſes with greas Hu-. 


mility.gf Spirit, , 2 


wt 
After bis Ordination, be preached near a: 


Year if Harrigde-Chappel, 11 7 A. "of 
on F/om thence be removed to Bolcambe 


om in tbe Pariſh nf Bury, Oftobgr 16." 
G51. B bere he laboured bard tn bis Maſters 


LVerk, till be was e:xgluded from the publick Pex- 
#orarance thereof in that Place on Black Bar- 

tolomew Day 1662. when about 2900 M4 
niſters were turncd- out for Non-conformity. 
T' we Adjacent .Minifters and People bad him 


big! Eſtimation for his Life and .Labours. 


[ieben be was there, be bad a Call from the Peo- 
tle at Ringley, but they at Holcombe =p 


jen/ibic har a _lurning and ſhining Light 
was 
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of the Life of the Author. vii 
was amongFt them, would not be brought: to give 
up their Title to him. He had a large meaſure 
of natural Gifts and Parts, which farnifhed 
bim with great promptneſs and readineſs for all 


his Miniſterial-Performances*, -but they did not 
' -render him the leſs ſtudious, for he would not 


ſerve the Lord with that which coſt him nothing. 
Much of his Time was ſpent in his Cloſet, where 
be gave himſelf to Prayer, Reading, and Me- 
ditation : This was the only - Place upon Earth, 
where he took the greateſt Pizaſure, next to his 
Pulpit. He did not concern himſelf in any 


' ſecular Aﬀairs pertaining to his Family, but 


devolved the whole Management of them upon 
his vertuous Conſort, All his Sermons both as 


to the Fleads and Enlargement of them, were 


premeditated and penned, and afterward's 
preached with little variation without the hc!p 
of his Notes; "which manifeſted, beſide the 
ftrength | of his Memory, the vaſtneſs of his 
Pains to fix them therein, conſidering the var:- 
ety of Matter, and the number of the Texts con- 
tamed in them,” on 0 hn 

$9 great was his Tntuftry,* that in bis Weak- 
neſs, when there were ſore ſmall Hopes of © bis 
Recovery, he fet himſelf to- ſtudy" a new Diſ- 
courſe ſutable to his own aud his Hearers Con- 
aition. Before his Exclufzon from this Work in 


 -Bublick, beſide his conſtant Preaching every 


Lord's Day at Holcombe among his'-People, 
be preached much>to «#ther- Conzregations both 
far and near, tn the Country which had their 
| A 4 Monthly 


vw - © A brief Account 
Hlonthly Exerciſes 5 and after be was /ilenced, | he 
he continued as Laborious in Preaching as before, ©; Stu 
And indeed the Diſſenting Party of Proteſtants ; by 
in all the Pariſhes adjacent to him, were wery | tha 
deftrous of his Labours among$t them 5, aud he * ſo « 
. was free to ſpend, and be ſpent for the pro= | niſl 
2noting of their Souls good. He was ever mind= | ani 
ful of his Ordination-Vow, and could not think be : 
that any Power upon Earth could null his : mo 
Commiuſſ.on which he had received from Chriſt |; kce 
to preach the Goſpel. He was moſt eminent | of 
for Humility, Meeknefs, and Selj-denial , \ tri 
herein be ſhined above his Fellows. » Gr: 
His Modeſty was ſuch, that tho he was one ©; niſi 
of the talleſt of his Brethren for Miniſterial © did 
Atta: nents aud Performances, yet he didre- | ſpe: 
«ly eftcem himſcif the leaſt of them all : his | Seq 
Humility caft ſuch a Vail over all bis Abiltties, ; nin 
that be could not difeern them though they were * it- 
_ very conſpicuous to others, He was able to: the 
reaintain the Truths of the Goſpel committed» nif! 
to bis Truſt, againſt the Oppoſers and Subver-"" duc 
ters of them. The Controvev/tes both as to' lats 
Faith and Worſhip, between the Proteſtants and whe 
Papiſts, were throughly underſtood by him; the 
his ſmall Treatiſe of Tranſubſtantiation is a! Ex 
ſufficient Evidence of his Ability to defend the” as | 
Proteſtant Cauſe : And he has left behind him he-1 
. anotber--piece on the Sacrifice of the Maſs, mot '_ pre 
enferior to it in Worth and Excellency. Mr 
. He bad a;Tranſcript of all thoſe Divine * Sts 
Truths and-Graces upon his own Heart, which - Mo 


> 
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of the Life of the Author. is 
, | he diſcloſed unto others the ſcope of all his. 
, } Studies, Prayers, and Sermons, was arveaed 
5 | by him to the ſaving of himſelf, and thoſe 
j © that heard bim. And in his Converſation were 
e © ſo expreſſed the Power and Life of all his Mi- 
-  nifterial AGs in a Holy Imitation of his Lord 
- and Maſter Jeſus Chrift, as did ſhew him to 
k be really perſwaded in his Heart that there was 
s : more than ordinary Care required of him ts 
ſt : keep himſelf in all ReſpetFs pure from the Blood 
t - of Souls : and the Lord who 5s the ſearcher and 
: '' trier of the Heart, and who loves Truth of 

z Grace in the 1nward parts, did crown bis Afi= 
e ©; niſterial Endeavours nith great Succeſs, He 
al | did not rut in vain, no labour in vain, nor 
2- | ſpend his Strength for nought, but he had 
is | Seals of bns Miniſtry all along, from the begin= 
s, # ning to the cloſe thereof 5 and the Lord ordered 
re © it” ſo wifely m-his Providence, that ſometimes 
to: the notice,” or the ſaving Succeſs of his Mi- 
ed: niſtry was then brought unto him, when 5t con- 
r-"" duced moſt to his inward Suppert and Conſo- 
to lation. Then (to give one Inſtance of many) 
1d - when he was baniſhed by the Oxford AQ, at 
r; the firſt Houſe he took up his Lodging as 4 ow 
4: Extle from his own Home, be who ſatuted hem 
he: as bis Spiritual Fatber, related to him that 
mn be-was the Inſlrument of his Conver/jon, ? 
wt © preaching a Le@ure-Sermon at Leigh Ch 

'- Ar. Nathaniel Hilton of London, gave 8 
ne © Stepend for a Weekly LeQure at Bolton ev 
ich Monday, of the moſt emment Miniſters mt 
be | oy County, 


% 
| 
% 


es 
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x A brief Account | 
County, to four i in their Courſes, among whom 


this worthy S.-rvant of Chriſt was choſen one, * 
other two were Myr. Roger Baldwin, and Mr. 3 

Henry Newcome, who are both ſometime! © 
fince removed by Death. Ceaſe Lord, byy > 
whom ſhall Facob ariſe, for he is ſmall ? He} -4 
was a great redeemer of his Time, there = - 
not fo much as a Day ſpent by him in Idleneſs ;! g 
the ſenſe of unſeen things was ſo deeply impreſt. _ 
upon his Spirit, as made bim fill every Leaft & 


#n. the Book of his Life, with thoſe great and; 
weighty Works 'which were incumbent on hi | r 
m his Place. 

When Perſons that bad been converted by his. 
Miniſtry gave notice to him thereof, he would. 
with great Humility lift up bis Eyes and Hands. 
towards Heaven, and ſay, T.ord, who am I,: 
that I ſhould be. fo far honoured as to be the, if 
Inſtrument-iri the converting of one Soul ! q Je 

Ft was Eminent for Contempt of the World, {i 
be never ſought great Places | for bimſelf, and: if 
when they were offered him, he declined them ;\ 
he was content to move in an obſcure and low! has 
Sphere, ſo he might but be an Inſtrument 9: dro 
long good to Souls ; be would not be- drawy, wif 
#0# driven away to any other Buſineſs, but-cons 2 
#inued in his laborious Courſe of Preaching twice wal 
every Lord's Day, adminiſtring the Lord's Sup P* 
per Monthly. 

He was a conſtant Mourne? for 'the Sins' were 
#he Nation; and was greatly concerned for th -®! 
riſong Generation, and - bent his Diſcourſes t Fact 
eſtabliſh them in the truc Religion. H 


of the Life of. the Author. xi 


He welcomed his laſt Sickneſs with deep Sub- 
miſſion to the Will of God. | 
1 Heexpreſſed his Contentedneſs, if bis Lord 
\ "and Maſter whom he ſerved with his Spirit 
y in the Goſpel, had any more Work for him to 

{ accompliſh in the Church below ;, but if nt, be 
| was willing to depart, deſirous to have his own 
.\ Bleſſedneſs among the Saints above, and to be 
X Fa with Chriſt as being far better, 
aft 4 had little pain 4n the beginning of his 
1. Sickneſs, and was much jn bleſſing of God 
' for dealing ſo gently with him, and carrying at 

bis long Viſitation with ſo great eaſe to him. 
1; He kept his reſigned Frame to the Will of bis 
,1 Heavenly Father, and ſaid, I have had more 
ds, Time to work for my own and others Souls, than 
» I made accompt of when 1 was Young, and ſo 
: if God bave no more Work for me to do, I am 
: free to go to my Reſt ;, I have had enough of 
114, {dving, aud .am filled. and ſatisfied with this 
} Life upon Earth. 

There came Friends from all Places where he 
had preached to wiſit bim, to. wham be always 
' dropped ſome word of ſutable Counſel. He ad- 
' viſed thoſe who told him they were converted by 
* his Miniſtiy, to give God the Glory, and to 
; walk worthy of the Yocation wherewith they 
- werecalled, | 

He exyorted thoſe who had profited, aud 
yy were built up in Grace by his Labours, 'to go 
» th 00 their way rejoicing, tho they ſhould fee: bis 
4 Face a0 more. ; 

H _ 


Ni A brief Account 


He cautioned rich and trading Profeſſors 
vo take heed that they loft not their Souls in 
a croud and burry of earthly Bujineſs ;, be charge, 
ed them to remembey the Saying of Sir Tho} 
mas Moor, there is a great Truth in it, as 
well as a Scum of Wit ;, <* There is a Devil 
* that is termed Buſineſs, that carrieth more 
*% Souls with him to Hell, thas all the Devigs. 
«< mm Hell beſide. O beware of the Devil; 
when you come to be in my Cendition, your. 
full Bags, your full Shops, and full Houſes, 
will tand you in no ftead, 

Some of bis Reverend Brethren 4n.the Mie 
mPRry did: viſtt him, with whom he freely cone 
 werſed, and whom he always de/ircd 80 pray 
with him as he did all bis other Chriſtian 
Friends ;, and among#t the reſt Reverend Mr. 


O. H. was with bim, and m his Diſcourſe pro- ! 


pounded theſe Queries here inſerted, to which 
be returned with great compoſedneſs of Mind 
the following Anſwers. £1 | 
What are your Thougtits as to. Juſtift- 
-cation by Chriſt's imputed Righteouf- 
neſs? OY. 
FT look only to be juſtified by Chrift*s Righte-_ 
euſneſs received by Faith. "M 
Being ask'd, What Evidence he had fot. 
Heaven ? ; 
He ſaid, he had good grounds of Fſhjt 


many. Tears ago — his.State of Grace. 


tbo be was full of defetFs, yet the Merits of 
Chriſt 


' Ch 


; gain 


; of the Life of the Author. ut 
': Chriſt were alſuffcient, on which be truſt= 
My Are you ſatisfied that you have delivered 
©? in your Sermons nothing but ſuch Goſpel- 
*? Truths, as you can own at the Tribunal 
of Chriſt ? f ; 
Excepting bumane Frailty, ſo far as Þ can 
ig, remember I bave never delivered any thing to 
1. my Hearers but what 1 Gare die with, and 
ur | £9 with 10 Fuagnient, 
* Ar.H. continued, Whether have you any 
-- comfortable Seals of your Miniſtry ? | 
tf _ He anſwered, I bleſs God I bave, and bave 
. bad more Fruits appearing /ance my Lying 
down, than I knew of before, efpecialy many 
young Perſons have appeared hopeful. 
' What are your Thoughts now as t9 
- your Non-conformity? Do you repent of 
ai... 
md 1 eſs God 1 am abundantly ſatisfied with 
": it, andif 1 was $0 make my ehoice over a- 
; gain, and if it were poſſible for me to ſee all 
6 be Sufferings which I have undergone for it, 
of, C#bich are nothing to what many of the pre- 
. +. Clous Servants of God have ſuffered) and if 
+2: they were all laid together, 1 would make the 
-:. ſame Choice which I have made, and take 
egy 1y Non-conformity with them, and I bleſs 
© God that I never ſo much as tampered with 


Pp: them, : 
+: What Legacies have you to leave? 
5 of. 7 


xiv _ A brief Account 
I am unfit to give Counſel to you my 


Brother, but the words of the Apoſtle T leave \ ; 
with you, Be not weary of Well-doing, 


and you ſhall reap in due Time if you 
faint not. 


In the latter end of his Sickneſs, it pleaſed 


bis Heavenly Father to viſit him with a com- 
tlication of painful Diſtempers, under all the 


Tortures of which he yet glorified God with + 


great. Patience, and expreſſed his Hope of 
his future Bleſjedneſs, ſaying, I am not {ck 
unto Death, but unto Eternal Life. He would 
often ſay, In a little while alt will be well, As 
to the Eſtate and Condition of his Soul, he 
expreſſed himſelf to ſome Friends thus; I can 
now look back upon my Way and Work in the 
Miniſtry, and ſay, I have been Faithful ;, and I 
can look within, and ſay I have Peace; but 
after all, the bottom I would fix on is Chriſt 
and bis Righteouſneſs, I would make bim all 
in all. 

IWhen his Body was brought exceeding low, 
yet he would be left alone ſometimes in the Day, 


(as was concluded) that he might with leſs | 


diſtration enjoy Communion with God in ſee 
cret Prayer and Meditation, 

A little before he dicd, ſome of vis Fearers 
coming to him, and inquiring of tim how he 
did ? be ſaid, I long after your Spiritual and 
Soul-Weltare, 


He 
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of the Life of the Author. xv 
He departed this Life the 18th of June 


1695. about eight of the Clock in the Morn= 
"ng, and inthe Toth Tear of bis Age: His. 
. pious Soul, which through the whole Courſe of 


his Life had been bent towards God, did ſhew her 
readineſs and preparedizeſs for the full and 


eternal Fruition, by :"e ſweet and ardent Brea« 


things which it ba that Night and JMorning 
after him, which were often expreſſed in theſe 
words, Father, come and take me Home to thy 


THE 


His Body was interred in Bury Church-Yard 
( being the Pariſh Church where he kved) cloſe 
by the Chancel-Wall, on fe South ſide, June 
20. Anno Dom. 1695. A vaſt Concoirſe of 
People appeared at the Funcral, and made great 
Lamentation over him; the Revercnd Ar, 
Robert Seddon of Bolton, preached the Fune- 
ral Sermon at Mr. Pendlebury's own Chappel. 
The Subject of his Diſcourſe was in the 12th of 


Daniel and the 13th Yerſe, But go thou thy 


way till the End be; for thou ſhalt reſt 
and ſtand in thy Lot at the end of the 
Days. 


Thus have we forrowfully brought to the 
Grave this excellent Ainiſler of Chyiſt, who 
was truly a Nathaniel, an Iſraelite indeed, 
a Gracious, Humble, eck- ſpirited Chriſtian, 
that lived as he preached, and preached as be 
believed : his exadF Life was an accurate Come- 
ment on his DoFrine, tis Do@rine was - found 

and 


KVi A brief Account, &c. 

and Scriptural ; he was a ſolid, judicious Di- 
wine, that throughly ſtudied what he preach- 
ed : he was not forward in ſpeaking, but what 
was wanting in Number was made up im Poxy 
derouſneſs of nords,they had all their full weight, 
He was beloved of all, and reverenced eſpe. 


cially by Brethren in the Miniftry, and his 


People whom he laboured and ſpent himſelf 
for abont 44 Tears, who will be ready to ſay 
of his Worth, what the Queen of Sheba ſaid 
of Solomon's Wiſdom, That the one hall 
thereof is not here publiſh'd to the 
World. 


if 


(1) 


Inviſible R ealicies the Real 
Chriſtians greatelt Con- 


Cernment. 


SERMON I. 


2 Cor. 4. 18. While we look not at the 
things which are ſeen, but at the thinzs 
which are not ſeen; for the thinss 
which are ſeen are temporal, but the 
things which are not ſeen are eternal, 


HE bleſſed Apoſtle having de- 
{ſcribed the great Sufferings and 
Iricyous Perſecutions which the 
Coriathians had endured, and 

vere enduring for the Goſpel's ſake, in 

the 8, 9, 10, 11 Verſes of this Chapter, 

Proceeds in the following Verſes to annex 

the Grounds of their Patience, Confi- 

dence, Conſtancy, and Conolation, in all 
the Preſſures they went under. And theſe 

B may 


[ 


| 


2 Inviſible Realities the Real 


may be reduced to two Heads; two things 
bore them up, and bore them out under 
all. 

Firſt, A ccrtain Hope and Expectation 
of a glorious Reſurrection to Everlaſting 
Life, after all the ignominious Sufferings 
of this Lite, Yer. 13, 14. We having the 
ſame Spirit of Fat 'th, according 45 it 15 Writ= 
in, I believed, and thcreforc ave [ ſpoken < 


we alſo telieve, and _ freak 5 knows, 


7, that be which raiſed up the Lord Teſts, 
ſhalt raiſe up us alſo Ly Jeſt Ss, and fnall tre 
fent us with you. As it he h: id ſaid [Thi lis 15 OUr 

Corroboration and our Conioiiticn, the 
Atſurance that we Rave e of a happy Reſur- 
recion, by this we are kept from inkng 
under Diſcourazements, while we are ale 
way delivered tnto Death, Ver. 11, 

The 15:h Verſe contains a Reaſon of his 
Coniidence, ot being the Companion of 
the believing Corinthians, after his many 
Sufferings, for as much as they were Cn- 
dured for their Good, and the Glory of 
God ; For all ti;13s are for your ſakes, that 
re abundant Grace might through the Thankſ- 
iVing of many, i dound to the Glory of God. 
This is the firit Ground of the Apoſtles 
Conſtancy and Comfort, ver. 16. For wht T1 
Canſe we faint not; but though our Ot itward 
=_ fe riſh, yet the inward Man is renewed 

i» by day; i. e, upon the confident Hope 
of Eter nal L ife we faint not, knowing this, 
that he which hath raiſed up the Lord Feſus.l all 
raiſe up US alſ9, &C. 2. 'I 8 
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2, The Perſwalion and Aſſurance they 
were ſettled in, that they ſhould not be 
loſers by the Sufferings and Afﬀictions 
which they were enduring : But that they 
ſhould all tend and turn, (1.) To their 
preſent Good ; (2.) To their future Glo» 
r r 

EC . To their preſent Good. Though our 
non Man periſh, that is, we faint not 
for this Cauſe, as knowing that while our 
Bodies, with all thoſe things that tend to 
the maintaining and adorning of this pres 
fent Life, as Health, and Weaith, and Cre- 
dit, fall into decay and moulder away, by 
the various Tribulations weare cruſhed un= 
der; yet our inward Man (to wit) our 
Souls, or our ſpiritual Eſtate, is renewed, 
eg vsrx!i, Is made new again day by 
day, Is daily reſtored more and more to 
its primitive Form and Beanty, So that 
we are not loſers, but gainers by our Suf- 
ferings; if we loſe our Externals, loſe our 
Health, and loſe our Strengrh, and loſe 
our Peace, and loſe our Liberty, and loſe 
our Livelyhood, yet all this loſs is not 
without a Compenſation, we have 1t made 
up, we have 1t recompenſed with Inter. 
nals, and things of Eternal Concernment : 
Our outward Loſles are recompenſed with 
inward Gain, the decay of our temporal 
Good compenſated with the augmentati- 
on of ſpiritual Grace z while the thinss of 
Earth are > &0Ing from us, the thinzs of 

B 2 Heaven 
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Feaven come into the room of them. 

2, Totheir future Glory, ver.17. as they 
were tending to their preſent Good, ſo 
they .turned to their future Glory : ver. 17, 
For our light AflitHion which 1s but for a mo- 
ment, :worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of Glory, Here the Apoſtle 
fhovws, 

1. What their Aflictions were now ; 
1. They were light ; 2. Short. 

2, What they wrought. . Now theſe 
kght and ſhort Atlictions, W _ are but 
bor a momen®, work for us, - Glory 3 

. A weight of Glory; 3. mts exCcee- ling 
welzht of Glory 3 4. A tar more exceed- 
ing weight of Glory; 5. A tar more cx- 
ceeding and eternal weight of Glory. So 
that here is a threefold moſt excelient An- 
— I fay, 

. For Affliction here is Glory, future 
Oey for preſent Affliction, 

2. For light Affliction, here 1s a weight 
(magnitudo) of Glory; not only fo, but 
an excceding weight. a far more excceding 
weizht of Glory. Weigh Attictions, the 
weightieſt Afﬀictions, all the Aſhictions of 
a Chriſtian with Glory, and there will be 
no proportion betwixt them; Rom. 8.18, 
Fr I reckon, that the Sufferings of this preſent 
Time are not worthy to be compared with the 
Glory which ſhall be revealcd in us. 

3. For ſhort Afflictions, Aſflictions for a 


moment, here is eternal Glory, an cter- 
nal 
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nal weight of Glory. This is the other 
Ground of their Patience, Coniidence and 
Conſolation: And now upon this the 
Words I have read come in, Vile we 
look not at the things which are ſeen, but at 
the things which are not ſeen : for the things 
which are ſecn are temporal ;, but the things 
which are not ſeen, are eternal. In the whole 
Verſe you may take notice of two things, 

1. How they came to make this Judg- 
ment of their Afllictions, to reckon of them 
as light and ſhort : This was by looking 3 
our Affliction 1s light, while we look a 
things not icen. 

2. Why this looking made them thus to 
account, this was the valt Difierence which 
thcy hereby diſcover'd to be between the 
preſent Afliction and future Glory : For 
tre things which are ſeen, are temporal ;, but 
the things which are not ſeen, are cteraal ; 
7, e, Our preſent Affjictions and Sufterings, 
which are ſecn things, are Temporal, tor 
a ſhort time, of ſhort continuance; bur: 
our future Glory and Happineſs, which are 
unſeen things, are endleſs and eternal, 

The Words may be conlidered, either, 
7. Relatively, as they refer and have re- 
lation to the Context; and fo they carry 
in them an Account of the Way and 
Means whereby they came to this ſtability 
under their Affictions, viz, by eying un- 
ſeen things. Or, 


B 3 2. Ab- 
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2. Abſolutely in themſelves, and ſo they 
carry in them an Account of their Carri- 
age and Practice; or ſhew what it was they 
made their great Bulineſs in the World, 
viz, to eyeand mind eternal unſeen things. 
I ſhall look on them at this time under the 
latter Conlideration 3 and ſo you have in 
them, 

1. An Act expreſſed, we lock, looking, 
2, The Obje& deſcribed : And this 
is done, 


1. Negatively; We look not at things ' 


feen, Res bujus feculi, the Matters of this 
preſent Life. 

2. Aftirmatively ; We look at things un- 
ſeen, Res futuri ſeculi, at the things of ano- 
ther World, and within the Vail ; theſe 
are our Object, Scope and Aim, to theſe 
we look. But how could they look at things 
not ſeen? Oculus fide longius penctrat quam 
omnes humane nature ſenſus + & fides etiam 
ideo vocatur rerum invifibilium Aſpetus. Cal- 
Vin, inlocum, By the Eye of Faith they 
might look at them. 

There are ſeveral things very obſerva- 
ble in the words; I ſhall only at this time 
obſerve this from them, 


Do8. It is the great Part and Duty of 
Chriſtians in this Lite, to look at 
things which are not ſeen : Or, it 1s 
the great Concern of Chriſtians to be 
looking at unſcen things, 


In 
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In this we ſhall, 

Firit prove, that there are unſeen things, 
things which are not feen, which are, Tax 
9 pAtmrucsry, not viible, dont appear 
to Eyes of Ficih. 

And this will be evident from theſe five 

or {ix things: 

1. From £cncral Aﬀertions in Scripture, 
that hold out tous a Being of things which 
are not ſeen, do not appear ; ſee tor this 
Heb. 11.1. Faith ts the Subſtance of tnings 
hoted for, and the Evidence of tings not ſecn. 
Fide convincimur ad credenda que non vide- 
mus, perinde ac fi maniteſta in luce videren- 
tur, Faith 1s an infallible Argument, a 
clear Conviction, a convincing Demontitra- 
tion of their Exiſtence, Reality and Cer- 
tainty, that they are no Figments and Fan- 
cies, but _ Realities. So then you ce 
hence, that there are unſeen things ; ©1# 
mente noftra cernimus baud ſecus ac ſt preſen- 
tra eſſent 5 Things which thro Faith we ſee 
with our Minds as if they were preſent. 

Again, R61m.8, 24. We are ſaved by Hope: 
but Hope that is ſeen, 15 not Hope s for what a 
Man ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for 2 As the 
antecedent and conſequent words ſhew, it 
IS as if the Apoſtle had faid, We have a 
certain Apprehenſion of Redemption, Glo- 
ry. and final Freedom from all Calamities 
here, in Hope and Expectation, not in pre- 
ſent Poſleſlion ; for Hope that is ſeen, 15 not 
Hope; i.e. if we had them in hand, we 

B. 4 could 
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could not be ſaid to hope for them: So 
that here again you ſce, there are unſeen 
things, the things of Hope ; the things thar 
Hope waits for are unſeen : ; Ver. 25. IVe bope 
for that we ſve not. Hence Belicy rave fa id 
to have their Hope laid up for then In 
Heaven; Col. 1.5. For the Hope which is 
laid up for you in Heaven ;, the Subjtance 
of which thi: ngs iS Faith, Ac. 11.71. 

Again, I, "a 4 For fance the beginning 
of the World Aen have not beard, or ms 
ceived by the Ear, neither bath the 'Fye ſeen, 
O God, beſides thee, what he hath prepared 
for bim that waiteth for him, 

Mark, (1.) Here are things prepared, 
(2.) Theſe prepared things are unknown 
things, Ear hath not heard them, Eye hath 
not ſeen them. (3.) They have been un- 
known things from the beginning. 

The Ear of Man hath Pheard of many 
things, and the Eye of Man hath ſeen many 
thinzs v7 and down the World, in thoſe 
many ys that the World hath {tood ; 
yet behind all theſe things, that {© many 
thouſands and millions of Ears (now ſtop- 
ped in the Grave) have heard, and ſo ma- 
ny Eyes (now ſunk dovn in their Holes) 
have ſeen ; I tay, behind all theie there are 
things that Ear hath never heard, that Eye 
hath never ſeen; that Ti ime, w hich unco= 
vers many things, has not Uncov cred, 1 
its manitold Revolutions, lince the begzin- 
ning.It may apyear there are unleen things, 

2, Frum 
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3. From the particular Enumerati- 
on which we have in the Scripture, of 
things which have not been ſeen, or are 
unſeen, 

The Holy Ghoſt mentions many things 
in particular- that are pn Armmere, do 
not appear. As ina word only to inſtance 
in a few things. 

(1.) The Holy Ghoſt makes report tous 
of a i ife of Saints that is hid; Col. 3. 3. 
Your-Life ts hid with Chriſt in God ;, not only 
the Life of Grace, hurt eſpecially the Per- 
fection of that Life, the Life of Glory, 
this 18 hid. 

Hiding implies two things; 1. Safety; 
that the thing is in ſafety ; ſo 1s this Lite, _ 
for its hid with Chriſt in God, . 2. Secre- 
ſy ; that the thing hid is covered and out 
of ſight; ſichis the Life of Glory, it is x 
hidden Life, the Glory of it is cover'd, and 
out of the fight of all Mortals. | 

(2.) We read of manifeſtation of Sons ; 
Rom. 8. 19. For the earneſk ExpedFatio;z of 
the Creature, waiteth for the manifeſtation of 
the Sons of G.:!. And alſo to the ſame.pur- 
poſe, in 1 5o'm 3. 2, It doth not yit appear 
what we ſhiilbe, In both the places we - 
have a Diſcovery that is to be made' of the 
Sons of God. Behind all that is yet mani- 
felt, or doth yet appear, there is a Mani- 
tetation of the Sons. of God, it doth not 
yet appear what we ſhall be. O Sirs, . the 
Sons of God ſhall be maniteſted with). and 

: B 5 2Ppear 
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appear in much Glory, much internal Glo. 


Ty in their Souls and Bodies, much exter- 
nal Glory in their Privileges and Poſleſſi- 
ons, that is not yet maniteſt, neither doth 
yet appear. 
(3-) Glory to be revealed ; Rom. 8.18, 
1 Pet. 5.1. And alſo a Partaker of the Glory 
that ſhall be revealed. -Here is a Glory to 
be revealed, to be opened and uncovered, 
that is yet covered and unſeen ; a Glory to 
be thus revealed in us, or among us, us 
eWhoare now ſuffering among Men. 
(4.) Wrath:to come on Sinners; 1 Thef. 
I. 10. AMatth. 3. 7, O Generation of Vipers, 
who hath warncd you to flee from the Wrath 
#0 come ? Wrath to come in another World, 
and in an eternal Eſtate, beſides and be- 
hind all that comes, and is ſeen in this 
World and preſent Time. 
(5,) Second Death, that poor Creatures 
{ dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins) have to paſs 
under, when through the Door of the firſt 
Death. Rev. 2. 11. He that overcometh, 
ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond Death. Rev, 
20, 6. Bleſſed and Holy 15 he that bath part in 
the firſt Reſurretim, on him the ſecond 
Death ſhall have no Power, There is then 
you ſee ſuch a thing as a ſecond Death. 
O think on it, poor Sinners, it's an un- 
ſen thing, but an unqueſtionable thing; 
there is ſuch a thing certainly, and it's 
a dreadful thing : the firſt Death is no- 
thing, the breadth of it 1s but ma the 
RE - ength 
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length of it is but a moment of Time, or 
two ; but the ſecond Death is ſomething 
there are the Chambers of Death, where 
you ſhall be led from one Miſery tO ano- 
e and where you ſhall dwell for ever. 

3. The Being of unſeen things 1s mani- 
felt from the ſpecial Diſtribution, or Dl- 
ſtintion, that the Scripture makes of things, 
into two ranks or ſorts. This is another 
thing that will yet put this Truth out of 
queſtion. We find the Holy Ghoſt diftri- 
buring things, 

(1 ) In ato thin ngs preſent and to come ; 
Rom. 's. 2. Fot 1 ai ; perſwaged that neither 
Death, nor Life, nor Angels, 1 nor Principalt- 
tics, 170y Powcrs, or things preſent, or things to 
come, &c, 1 Cor. 3, 22. there again you 
read of things preſent and to come. 

(2.) Into thoſe of this Life, and of the 
Lite to ceme; 1 Tim. 4. 8. Godlineſs bath 


the Promiſe of the Life that now 1s, and of 


tbat which tis to come. 

(3.) Into things of this World, and that 
to come; . Luke 20. 34, 25. The Children of 
tnis World marry, and are given in — 

34t they which fhall be accounted worthy to ob- 
tain that World, and the ReſurreGFion from 
the Dead, &C. Eph. 1.21, Every Name that 
is named, not cnly in this trorld, but ia that 
which is to come. 

(4.) Into things Above, and things 01 
Earth; Col. 3.2, Set your AﬀcGions 03 
things abave, not on things on the Earth. 


(5.) Things 


—_ 
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(5.) Things in Heaven and in Earth 3 
Col. 1. 16. For by him were all things created 
that are in Heaven, and that are in E; arth. 

(6.) Things Temporal and things Eter- 
nal; 2 Cor. 4.18, Tye thiags which are ſeen 
are Temporal, but tne taings which are not ſeen 
are Eternal, 

(7.) Things Viſible and Invilible ; Col. 
1.16, For by him were all things Cretted, vis 
fible and mnwviſible  1.e, all the Creatures, 
for they are all vilible or inviiÞble; and as 
there are vifible, fo there are invilible unſeen 
Creatures. Thus things arc diſtinguiſhed, 
into things preſent and to come. Now 
the things preſent, the things of this Life 
are vilible, are ſeen things ; "and the things 
to come, the things of the other Litc arc 
«947%, 1nviible and unſeen, 

4+ The Being of unſeen things 1s evi- 
dent from the Examples or Experience of 
thoſe that have been brought within ſome 
fizht of unſeen things ; thus Peter, James, 
and Jobn had a Przludium, a prefigurati. 
on of the unſeen Glory of Heaven, in 
Chriſt's Transhguration, at. 17. So Ste- 
then, when dying, ſaw the Glory of God, and 
Feſus ſtanding on toe right Hand of God, 
Acts 7. 55. Mark, hefſaw into Heaven, and 
beheld Chriſt there in his Glory. If any 
would enquire here, de modo, how the 
Heavens were opened, and how he ſaw 
tne Glory; irs both belde my preſent 
\\ ors, and above my Ability to ſatisfy 

their 
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their Curiolity. Res patet, modus latet. 

Again, Paul tells us, that he was caught 
u7 into the third Heaven, into Paradiſe, 
the Place of God's Glory, the Habitation 
of S:ints and Angels; an that there he 
heard wordleſs words, things impoilible to 
be uttered, 2 Cor. 12.2, 3, 4 Mark pray, 
he tells us again and again, whether out of 
the .'Fody, or in the Body, I can't tell, God 
knoweth ; but this he can tell, that he was 
in the third Heaven, in Paradiſe, and heard 
unſpeakable words. So on the other ſide, 
as Stephen a little before his Neath, had a 
forelight of the unſeen Glory above, and 
dyinz, went into the full Polieſſiion of it : 
ſo Judas a little before his Death had a fore- 
taſte of the Woe and Worm below, and 
dying went to the full Experience of it; 
Ats 1.25. From which Judas by Tranſpreſſion 
fell, that be might go to his own place. So the 
Sodomites are ſet out, Jude 7. not only for 
an Example of Admonition, to warn other 
Sinners, but as an Example of Conviction, 
to convince other Sinners that there is an 
eternal Fire; or for an Example of this 
1ruth, that there are Sufferings not ſeen, 
remaining for impenitent and ſecure Sin- 
ners, as thoſe that hear theſe words ſhall 
ſee and ſind one day, if Repentance and 
Grace prevent not, 

5- From Scripture-Viſions, wherein the 
Lord hath made clear diſcoverie:, and vi- 
{ible repreſentations of inviſible things, 

things 
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things not ſeen, uato his Servants. The un- 
ſeen Judgment to come, was thus ſeen by 
Dariel in aVition; Dan. 7.9, 10, TI beheld 
til; the Thrones were caſt down, and the anti- 
ent of days did fit, whoſe Garmcnt was white 
as Snow, and the Hair of his Head like the pure 
WWooll : his Throne was like the fiery Flame, 
and bis Wheels as burning Fire. Verſe 10. 
A ficry Stream iſſued and came forth from 
before him + thouſand thouſands miniſtred unto 
bim, and ten thouſand times :cn thouſand ſtood 
before him + the Judgment was ſet, and the 
Books were opened. By Jobn 1n another Vi- 
ſion, Rev. 20. 11,12,13. And I ſaw a 
great white Tbrone, and him that fat on it, 
from whoſe Face the Earth and the Heaven 
ficd away, and there was found no place for them. 
Ver. 12. And I ſaw the Dead, ſmall and 
great, ftand before God, and the Books we.'s 
opened ; and anothcr Book was. opened, which is 
the Book of Life, and the Dead were judged out 
cf thoſe things which wcre written 1a the Books, 
according totucir iVorks, Ver.13. And the Sea 
gave up the Dead which were in it 5 and Death 
and Hell delivered up the Dead woich were in 
thein,and they were judged every 77an according 
zo their Works. The triumplant Church was 
{en, Rew.21, That there be unſeen things, 
may be proved from the very Confeſlions 
cf Pagans and Heathens; thoſe who have 
not had the Light of the Word, have yet 
had ſome confuſed, obſcure, and imperfe& 
Apprehenſions of unſcen things, or that 

there 
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there are inviſible things. Saith Plato, Exta- 
bat lex de hominibus ſub Saturno, & ns a 
nunc etiam extat apud Deos; & QUICHRq;/ 20Mnes 
juſte pieq; vitam egiſſent,cume vita migrarent, 
2 beatorum inſulas profedtr, in emm fa licita- 
te viverent, a malts longe ſejunttt * qui vero 
mmjuſte impicq; wixiſſent, mn punitions juſt iq; 
ſupplicit carcerem quod appellant Tartarum i= 
rent £ 1n Gorgla, pag. 356. Quz ob ſcelerum 
magnitudinem inſanabiles eſſe videntur, hos 
omuts conventens ſors mergit in Tart arum, 
unde nunguan egrediuntur, Idem #n Phedone, 
Pag. 84- 
crates rejoiced that he was to die, be- 
cauſe he ſhould then go to ſee Homer, He- 
fiod, and other Worthics that were gone 
before. 

Yea, Bion of Boriſtencs the Atheiſt, who 
all his Life time had denied the Gods, and 
derided their Worſhip, yet when Death 
came was extreamly atraid of dying, and 
that not ſo much becauſe of the loſs of 
Life, or Pains of Death, but for fear of 
what followed after Death. . 

I might much enlarge here: from this 
Principle thoſe things took their Riſe that 
we find either in Poets or Philoſophers con- 
cerning the Elylian Fields, the Stygean 
Lake, @&c. 

From theſe Arguments we may ſee that 
there are unſeen things, The next Enqui- 
Ty we ſhall make 1s, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, What theſe things are which 
are not ſeen, and which Chriſtians are to 
look at. 

Now the Holy Scripture (which muſt 
be our Guide in this Enquiry) brings us ti- 
dings of many things, that to us and all the 
Living are not ſeen, do not appear. I 
ſhall at this Time confine my ſelf ro, and 
ſum up all I ſhall ſay as to this in four Heads; 
there are theſe four things which are not 
ſeen, and that it concerns us to look ar. 


r. Death, 2. Judgment, 3. Heaven, 


4. Hell. 

1, The things of Death are unſeen 
things, things not ſeen : as in a word, 

(1.) The time of Death 1s unſeen. The 
Living know that thy ſha'l die, Eccl. g. 5. but 


they know not when they ſhall die. Gen.27. * 


2. I know 119t the Day of myDeath : So thou and 
I may fy, I know not the Flour, Day, Week, 
Monti, Year, wherein' Death will come, 
it's unſeen. When an Hour is paſt, or a 
Day over, we may ſay that was not the 
Day or Hour ; but we cannot ſay of the 
Pay or Hour which is yet to come, that it 
ſhall not be the Time, Prov. 27, 1. Boaſ 
not thy ſelf of to morrow, for thou knoweſt not 
what a Day may bring forth the Day thou 
art now in, and ſpending on, may bring 
forth unfeen Death. The time of Death is 
one thing unſeen, this 1s one, no Man knows 
when it will be, at what Day, in what Year 
it will come, whether in Youth, or in old 


Age, 
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Age, O think on this, Sirs, the Time will 
come when you muſt die ; but when this 
will be,is covered from you, you ſce it nor, 
it may be at any Inſtant, in any Moment. 
Mark 13. 35. Watch ye therefore, for ye know 
not when the A1aſter of the Houſe cometh, at 
Even, or at Midnight, or at the Cock crowning, 
or in the Morning. 

(2.) The Place of Death is unſeen ; this is 
another. As we ſce not when, ſo we ſee not 
where we mult die, in what Place, whe- 
ther at Home, or Abroad, in the Houſe, 
or in the Field, in the Bed, or at the 
Board. It may be thou halt been ſhewed 
where it was that thou walt born, in what 
Place thou camelt into the World and took 


_ thy firſt Breath ; ay but they that have 


ſhewed thee this, cannot take thee again 
by the Hand, and lead thee to ſee the Place 
where thou muſt take thy laſt Breath and 
die, and go out of this World into ano- 
ther; this is vnſcen, thou cannot ſay, lo it 
is here, or lo there it is; or it thou wilt, 
yet it may be neither here nor there, but 
ſomewhere elſe that thou never thinkſt of. 
I's ſaid of Eſchilus the Poet in Szcily, 
that on a Nay walking out of the Town 
where he dwelt to take the Air, he fate 
him down upon a high Place, and having 
his Head (being bald) bare and uncovered, 
an Eagle flew over him in the Air, with a 
Tortoiſe in her Talons, and ſeeing his 
white Head, took it for a Stone, and ſo let 
It 
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it fall from a great Height thereon-t9 
break the Tortoiſe-ſhell, which broke his 
Scull, whereof he died preſently. One 
would have thought that this could not 
have been the Place of ſuch a Death, but 
rather that it was impoſlible for any thing 
to fall on his Head, unleſs the Heavens 
themſelves had dropt down: but alas, 
Death can come on us any where, we are 
no where out of its reach, neither know 
we where it will meet us; when we think 
our ſelves moſt ſafe, or never think of it, it 
may thus drop on our Heads, When Bibu- 
lus the Roman General was riding in Tri- 
umph in all his Glory through the Streets 
of Rome, a Tile fell from a Houſe and 
beat our his Brains. Many heve icen Death 
where they have never thought oi ſceing 
it,and thou knoweſt not where thou mayſt 
ſee it. Pſal. 89. 48. What Man 75 he that 
liveth and ſhail not ſee Death © That's the 
Pſalmilt*s Queſtion, it may be mine, What 
Man is he that lives (of you that are here 
to day) that can tell, where it is he muſt 
ſee Death ? which he cannot ſcape ſeeing 
ſomewhere; and it's a Queſtion you can 
none of you anſwer. O that you would 
think of it, and labour to be ſuch, as you 
may be ready to ſee it in any Place. 

(3.) The manner of Death is unſeen : as 
we ſee not when or where, ſo we can as 
little ſee how we muſt die, by what kind 
or manner of. Death we mult 20 _— 

this 
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this World : there is but one way of com- 
ing into the World, one Door that we all 
came in at at our Entrance, but there are 
many ways out of the World. ors eſt bellua 
Centiceps, and comes a hundred ways. The 
Jews reckon 903 kinds of Death;but among 
all the kinds that we may obſerve, we cawt 
ſee our own ſoas ro ſingle it out, and fay, 
by this kind of Death I ſhall go into ano- 
ther World ; this is covered from the Eyes 
of all Fleſh. Jacob died in his Bed'; Fo/zab by 
the Sword; Job's Children by the fall of the 
Houſe where they were eating; El: by a 
fall from the Scat where he was itting: 
Death began with 4ſa in his Feet,and ſtruck 
him there e're it came to ſtrike him at the 
Heart, 2 Chr0n.16.12, Death begun with the 
Murmuring Iſraelites at theHeart,and ſtruck 
them with theirMeat in their Mouths, Numb. 
11.33, We ſee daily ſome diea natural, 
others a violent Death ; ſome by this, ſome 
by that, and ſome by the other kind of 
Sickneſs: ſome go out of the World by a 
Death that gives them long Warning,others 
ſhort Warning,and others none at all;and in 
this reſpect (I ſay) Death is an unſeen thing 
with you and me, we know not which of 
the many kinds of it, whether this or that, 
or the other, 1s a coming to let us into ano- 
ther World. Rev.6. 8. there we have 
Death riding on his pale Horſe,deſcribed in 
the 7th ve-/e, we may ſee whence he came, 
And when he had opened the fourth Seal, I 

beard 
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heard the Foice of the fourth Beaſt ſay, Come 
and fee : and Iloghed, ani behold, z Pale Horſe, 
and his Name t'4t fate on him was Deati. 
Mark, he cane froin under a Seal, broke 
out upon the ope2ing of a Seal. Death 1s 
ſealel, thy Death and my Death are re- 
maining under the Seal of the Everliving 
God, concealed trom thee and me and all 
Mortals, and not to be known tiil he open 
the Seal and-ſend them our. 2ath, I ſay, 
is ſealed; and as no Man knows what 1s in 
a Letter till the Seal be opened, ſo no more 
do we know at what lime, or in what 
Place, or by what manner of Death we 
mult go out of this World, betore the Lord 
break open the Seal, and ſend Death on 
Horſeback to our [Doors. 

(4.) I mizht add the nature of Death is 
unſeen ; we hcar much of the Name, but 
alas we ſee little of the Nature of Death : 
we are acquainted with the word Death, 
O but we have little Acquaintance with 
the work or thing, Death - now we talk of it, 
and diſcourſe of it at a diſtance, but ve- 
rily, Sirs, when that which is called ſecing 
Death, and taſtings Death, meets us, Death 
will be another thinz than now it's com- 
monly taken to bz with many. Deut. 32. 
29. O that th:y were wiſe, that they underſtood 
this, that they would confider their latter End, 
Well this is the firſt ; Death, as I told you 
in the entrance on the Particulars, 1s the 
Door, the Way, to things which _ not 
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ſeen; and I tell you here again in the cloſe 
of it, that this Door to things unſeen, is 
alſo unſeen. Pray think of it you that are 
here to day; 1. You believe you muſt die. 
2. This thing that you call dying or Death, 
is I tell you a Door, an Inlet to unicen 
things, things behind all that have ever 
been ſeen in the World, 3. This Death 
that is thus a Door to thoſe unſeen things, 
is it ſelf an unſeen thing ; the Time of 
it is unſeen, and the Place of it 1£ unſeen, 
and the Kind of it is unſeen : you know net- 
ther when, nor where, nor how it will 
come upon any of you, Therefore cer- 
ainly, virs, it concerns you to look at 
this, a" 1 to look how you are provided 
to meet this wunſcen thing, that 1s the be- 
ginning of unſeen things; Unſeen Judg- 
ment 1s next behind this, an unſeen Hea- 
ven or Hell, Salvation or Damnation is 
next behind that; you know not when 
or where you may ſec Leath, but as ſoon 
as ever you have ſeen Neath, you muſt 
ſce Judgment 5 and as foon as ever you 
have ſeen Judgment, you muſt ſee Heaven 
or Hell for ever. I pray you think of it ; art 
thou not a Drunkard ? why the next Time 
thon goeſt to the Ale-houſe thou mayſt 
ſee Death there, and ſo never ſee Houſe 
more, but Hell-houſe, Art thou a For- 
nicator, or Adulterer! Art thou a Swear- 
er? art thou a Profaner of the Lord's 
Day ? O remember Death that is now 

unſcen 


22 Taviſible Realities the Real 


unſeen may ſurprize thee in the very at 
of thy Sin this is the Porch and Door 
to the unſeen things of another World, 
and its alſo an unicen thiag, a thing not 
ſeen, that leads to things not ſeen, an in- 
viſible thing that 1s an Introduction to in- 
vilible things, that are Eternal; the things 
ot Death I ſay are unſeen, 
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2 Cor. 4. 18. While we look mot at the 
thinss which are ſee, bat at the things 
which are wet ſeen; for the things 
which are ſecs are teinporal, but the 


. y » . 
Hinss W101 are not ſeen are eternal, 


Econdiy, The things of the great Day 
of Judgment are unſeen things, things 
which are not ſeen. There ſhall be 

ſich a Day as this, a general' Judgment of 
all Men; Acts 17. 31. Becauſe he hath ape 
pointed a Day in which be will jug the World 
in Rightconſacſs, by that tan whom ne bath 
ordained , whereof he hath given Aſſurance 
unto all Men, in that he bath raiſed him from 
the Dead. 2. Cor. 5.10. Fur we muſt all ap= 
pear before the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, that 
every one may recerve the things done 1n his 
Body, according to that he bath done, whether 
it be good or bad, Mat. 12. 35. but I ſay 
unto you, That every idle word that en ſhall 
ſpeak, they ſhall give Account thereof 1m the 
Day of Judgment. There ſhall then be ſuch 
a Day, a Day of Judgment; and 1 fay, the 

| | twngs 
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things of that Day are unſeen, are things 
which do not appear. therefore ir 15 called 
the Day of Revelation ; Rom. 2. 5. But 
after thy har _ and impenitent Heart, trea« 
ſureſt up unto thy ſelf Wrath againſt the Day 
of Wrath, and Re vel ation of the rig hteous Tudg = 
ment of God: om: 2h ner s 5s, Patef 10230 
zis, the Day of the Maniteſtation of the 
T1: hreovs Iudgment of God;; in this Day 
the ri-kteous Judgment of God ſhall be 
fuily m-nifelted, and appear to all Men 
IN tt: is \World. Ecclef. 8. 14. There be 
Je it Afen unto whom it happcnet according to 
the wort of the Wickcd : agar, there be 
wicked : 44 to whom it D316 peneih acc coraing 9 
the work of the Righteous, And upon this 
the Juſtice and Equity of God is oft-rtimes 
queſtied, and accated, by the Raſh and 
Þr epoſterousJudg; ment of Men ; Good Men 
are apt to think they have hard Meaſure, 
and ill Men are ready to think that God 
is ſuch a one as themſelves 5 but there 
ſhall be ſuch a Revelation of the rizhteous 
Judgment of God, as ſhall ſet al \latters 
and Men too to Rights, and 1t tall appear 
to all that the Judgment of God is Righ- 
teous, and the Heavens ſhall declare his Righs 
teouſneſs ; for God is Tudg binſc lf, Pial. 50.6, 
1. e. (as Diod.) God's Juſtice irall in this 
Judgment of his be manifteſte1 to all the 
World, as plainly as thoſe things which 
from Heaven are ſeen herc upon Earth, 


And 
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And when theſe things are tried, 
The Heavens ſhall record 

That God is Juſt, and all muſt bide 
"Che judgment of the Lord. 


It will be, I ſay, a Day of Revelation, 
Ambe civitates (terrena & celeſtis) tempo= 
ralibus vel bonis pariter utuntur, vel malis 
pariter affliguntur, donec ultimo Fuaitio ſepa- 
rentur, & percipiat unaqueque ſuumn finem, cu- 
11s nullus eſt finis. Aug. De Crvit Det, Lib. 
18. Cap. 54. O the righteous Judgment of 
God ſhall be ſeen as clear as the Light at 
Noon-day, in that Day : So this Day is in 
Scripture called, 


I. Aman; The Revelation 
2. 'Empzyacs O T% XerrvY Appearing of Chriſt, 
3. davegwns Manifeſtacien 


All which Phraſes import a detection and 
uncovering of Chrilt in that Day, behind 
what has been or is ſeen in this Life: Ir 
will be (I ſay) the «mTwxdAvyus, the Revela- 
tion of Chriſt; 1 Cor.1.7. Waiting for the 
Revelation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 2 Theſl. 
I. 7. The Lord ſhall be revealed from Heaven ; 
I Pet. 1. 7. At the appearing of Feſus Chriſt ; 
ver. 13. At the Kevelation of Feſus Chriſt. 
The original word 1n all theſe Places, fig- 
nifies an opening, an uncovering, a draw- 
ing the Vail from over that that's covered, 
that it may be ſeen. Such will this Day 
be, dete&io occultarum rerum Chriſti, an 
uncovering of his hidden Glory, 

"Go 2. The 
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2. The cripKvinx, the appearing of Chriſt ; 
1 Tim. 6.14. 2 Tim, +: 1, The word 1ig- 
nihes a bright or clear Appearing, or 
ſhining out 3 and it will He a glorious ap 
Pearing, Or ETIeAneic 7 Nu TS UEYHAS 


= 


OES, as the words are, Tit. 2.13. tve glo- | 


rious Appearing of the Great God, and our 
SAUGUY Tt ſus ( Ci) 1jt. 

2. The anlge: T5, the Manifeſtation of 
Cat; ©ol. 4. 4. 1 Pet.c.4. 1 fohn 3 
Biit we know toat ' when bo frat atpear, we 
ſhall be like him,- for we ſail ſec him as be 75, 
The Word 1:1] JOrts an [Puitration, a Ma- 
riteftation by Cloar IG of ſomething 
hid in Darkneſs ;, « 2inriet t flrait at this Day 
comme as out of Dat nets into Light 
Sirs, there will be th: 15 a glorious R 
tion, a glorious Appearinz, a glo 
Manife® ation Ct Cirift 1 181] 
as wasnever ſeen 11 the 
nor ever ſail be feen b2tore ti 
Remember this, my Friends, there wall 
be a great and notahie Nay of Jude- 
ment, and the things of tit Day are un- 
ſeen things. Titere was a great Diicovery 
of things at Chriit's firſt coming in the 
Fleſh, that had been hid from Men of all] 
Times and LINES, 2nd kept nnſeen ti! 1 then;f 
Ram. 16. 25. 4c: Or drng to tne Revelation J 
the Mnftory wich was Kept ſecret PO tht 
Iorld ucgan; here 95 US UL EVCLS Oe0- 
I MErS,AN opening of the Secret,! hat : there 
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nothing ſaid of in the World, from the 
bevinning to that Day; So C0. 1. 26. 
Even toe Myſtery, which had Leen hid from 
Ages and Generations, but now is made mant=- 


fit to bis Satiits » here again we have a 


Myitery which hath ben, To Wugrgiov T9 
COTE UA pa! a hidden Secret: Thus 
the Redemption of the World, the cal- 
ling of the Gentiles were a Myſtery hid 
from Ayes and Generations, and either 
not known at all as among the Gentiles, or 
opened more od{curely in the dark glaſs 
of FIR Shadows | Prophec ics 25 to the 
Was - this orear Ni iy {tery thus covered 
ut, was opened and uncovered at his 
17; and therefore, Lv IO. 23, 
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Day of the Lord reveal them. O, Sirs, the 
things which the Scripture reports unto us 
of this Day, are all to us unſeen things. 


I. 1, The coming of Chriſt riding through 

the Clouds on his Chariot of Glory. 

2, The thouſand thouſands of Angels 
that ſhall miniſter unto him. 

3. The Multitude of Saints that he ſhall 
bring with him. 

4. The Glory that he ſhall appear in, 
are things which are not ſeen. 


IT. r, The great White Throne. 

2, His fitting upon the Throne of his 
Glory. 

3. The ſounding of the Trumpet. 

4. The opening of the Graves. 

5. The riling of the Dead in numberleſs 
numbers all the Earth over ; When the 
Sea ſhall give up its Dead, Rev. 20. 13, 
are things which are not ſeen. 


III. 1. The gathering of all Nations, all 
Men that ever were, now are, 0r 
hereafter ſhall be, before him. ; 

2. The ſeparation of the Sheep. | 

3. The Collocation, the placing of them. 

4. The opening of the Books, that will 
lay open all the Thoughts, Words, 
and Works of all Men. 

s. The ſtanding of the Dead both great 
and ſmall at the Judgment-Seat of 
Chriſt. 6, The 


I! 


1, 
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6. The Judging of the World in Righ- 


_ 
/ 


8. 


teouineſs. . 


. The Promulgation of the final Sen- 


tence. 
The Execution of it, in ſending a- 
way one part with a Go ye Curſed into 
everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil 
and bis Angels, in welcoming another 
part, with a Come ye Bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the Foungation cf the World ; 
are things which are not ſeen : O Sirs, 
theſe, theſe are unſeeen things. 


IV. 1. The Wailings of Sinners, when 


they ſhall ſee the Lord Jeſus revealed 
in flaming Fire from Heaven. 


. The wringing of Hands when they 


ſhall ſee the Books opening before 
all the World. 


3. The fearful Tremb?ings, when they 


ſhall hear themſelves doomed to e- 
verlaſting Burnings. 


. The dreadful Cries and horrible Noiſe 


of Wailings and Lamentations thar 
they ſhall go away with, when they 
are going to the eternal Priſon, are 
unſeen things. We ſee enough and too 
much of the mad Mirth, and ringing 
Shouts of Profane Creatures now, 
when they are met about their Re- 
creations: O but we ſee not how 
their Chear will change, the Cry, the 

C 3 Cry, 
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Cry, the doletul Cry, that will he 
among this fort of Perſons, 11 this 
great Day of Wrath, and Revelation 
of the righteous Judgment of God 
Almighty. 


Theſe things, Sirs, and many other 
things of this great Day, which the Scrip- 
ture teils vs of, are tous things which are 
not fcen, This is the ſecond thing, pray re- 
member it, there ſhall be a Day of Judg- 
ment, and thereare great things to he icen 
at that Day, which now are not ſeen, which 
ſhall not be ſeen till this Day appear and 
bring them into Sight: Saints ſhall ſee 
that they have never ſeen bctore; Sinners 
ſhall ſee tht they have never ſeen before, 
all the World ſhall ſee that which was ne- 
ver ſcen before, 

Tvirdly, The .things of Heaven are un- 
ſeen things, things which are not ſeen; 
theſe arc "chiefly meant in the Text, by 
the things which are not ſeen, as both the 

antecedent and conſequent words ſhewzand 
theſe are unſeen things I fay, things witiun 
the Vail,as the Apoltle” S Phraſe is, Zeb, 6.19. 
an expreſſion uſed in Allulion to the moſt 
Holy Place in the Tabernacle and Temple, 
wherein were the Ark of the Teſtimony, 
the Mercy-Seat, the two Tables, the ”ot of 
Manna, Aaros Rod, the Golden Ceiiſor, 
before which t! Icre was 2 great Vail drawn, 
that none miglit ſee them, but only the 

Hig 
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High Prieſt, who entred once a Year; Exod, 
26.31. And thou ſvals mite a Vail of 
Blue, and Purple, and Scarlit, and fine twined 
Linen of cunning Work « with Coerubims ſhall 
it le made. In alluſion to this (1 fay) the 
tiings of Heaven are ſai:! to be within the 
Vail, i.e. covered and unſeen. As there 
was a Vail hztween tine People, ani that 
which was 13 the moit Holy Place, fo there 
is 2 Vail between us, and that which is in 
Hcaven. 

1. The things in Heaven which are ſet 
down in Scripture by the Names; (1:) Of 
a better Countrey, Hcv. 11.16. A Coun- 
trey where there is no Hunger, Rev. 7. 16, 
no Death, Rev. 21, 4. no Night, Rev, 21, 
25: no Curſe, Rev. 22. 3. . (2-) By the 
Name of Paradiſe, the Place where there 
1s fulneſs of Foy, and Pleaſures for evermore, 
Pſal. 16. 11. (3.) By Chrilt's Farher's 
Houſe, John 14. 2. In my Father's Houſe are 
many Manſions. (4.) By a City which 
hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 
is God; a City whoſe Foundations are 
precious Stones, Gates Pearls, Streets 
pure Gold, Porters Angels, and that 
bath no need of the Sun, neithcr of the Moon 
to [ſhine in it ;, for the Glory of God doth lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the Light thereof, Rev. 21. 
23. (5.) By an Inheritance, an Inheritance 
that is incorruptible, undefiled, and tvat fa- 
deth not away, reſerved in Heaven, 1 Pet.1. 4+ 
(6.) By a Kingdom, a Kingdom of Hea- 

CG 4 ven,. 
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ven, a Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of 
Chriſt, a Kingdom that cannot be moved, 
a Kingdom that is Eternal, Everlaſting. 
(7.) By a Crown of Righteouſneſs, of Life, 
of Glory. (8.) By Glory, Heavenly Glo- 
Ty, an exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory. I ſay, the things of Heaven ſet out 
by all theſe Names and Titles, are all un- 
ſeen things. | 

And ſo alfo, Secondly, the things which 

are ſhadowed ont to us, 

(1.) By the World to come; (2.) The 
New Heavens; (3.) The New Earth; 
(4.) The Throne of God, and the Lamb ; 
(5.) The Temple of God ; (6.) The pure 
River of the Water of Life, clear as 
Chryſtal; (7.) The Tree of Lite, which 
bears twelve manner of Fruits, Rev, 22. 2, 
are unſeen things, 

And, Thirdly, the things ſet out, 

(1.) By ſitting down with Abrabam,TIſaac, 
and Facob, in the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
(2.) By ſitting with Chriſt in his Throne, 
as he is fet down with his Father in his 
Throne; (3.) By being called to the Mar- 
riage-Supper of the Lamb ; (4.) By eating 
and drinking at his Table in his Kingdom ; 
(5) By eating the hidden Manna, are all 
hidden unſeen things. 

Fourthly, we ſee not yet what it 1s, 

(1.) To ſee God ; (2.) To ſee his Face ; 
(3.) To ſee him face to face ; (4.) To. know 


as we are known ; (5-) To be before the 
Throne 
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Throne of God; (6.) To have him that 
ſitteth on the Throne to dwell among vs z 


(7.) To walk with him in White ;. (8.) To 


follow the Lamb whitherſoever ne goeth ; 

(9.) To have the Lamb which-1s- in the 

midſt of the Throne to feedus, and to lead 

vs unto living Fountains: of. Water 3: (10. 

To be made Pillars in the Temple of God, 

and to have the Name of God, and the 

Name of the City of God, which: is new 

Teraſaiem, and Chriſt's new Name written: 
upon vs; (11.) To be ever with the Lord 

(12.) To have him all in all: all theſe 

things-arethings which are moſt clearly re-. 
ported to, .and moſt ſtrely believed among, 
the. Saints, but are not yct ſeen,. 

Fifthly, And ſo; 

(1.) The Life of Saints that's hid with: 
Chriſt in God ; (2.) The Hope of Saints- 
that's laid vÞ in Heaven 3 (3.) The: Glory 
to be revealed in Saints in Heaven; ane: 
(4.) The Inheritance of all things, are yer 
ot of ſight, 

O Chriſtians, (1.) You that are going for: 
Heaven to Day, have not ſeen what a Coury 
try, City, Kingdom, Company you'ars go. 
ing to, what things you are going to-ite.. 
(2.) You that have ſeen ſomething. of the 
workings of Grace in your Hearts from: 
Heaven, have ſeen nothing of the Prepa-- 
rations of Glory for you in Heaven. 

Theſe are things which Eye hatir- not 
ſen, O be ſedfalt; be immoveable, ſta- 
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bliſh your Hearts until the Day break, and 
the Shadows fly away, the Day when all 
thete unſeen things ſhall be ſeen and enjoy- 
ed for evermore : this Day will bring to 
light and into fight more than our thoughts 
Can at preſent reach, 

Forwthly, The things of Hell are unſcen 
things, things which are not ſeen : as Hea- 
Ven, ſo Hell is hidden from the Eyes and 
ſtght of all the Living. The Grcek word 
c:9%5, denotes a place vnicenz and our 
Englih word Heil is from Z:!, an old 
Saxon word, that ſignifies to be hid, hil- 
led over or coverca : [uct 's that Place Afuch 
are the thinzs of that Flace C, things w hich 
are hi!] d over, things which are not een, 

t The rhinzs in Hell which are ſer out 
in Scripture by tie Names of, 

(1.) The ſecond Death; (2.) The bot- 
tomleſs Pit (3.) Of Perdition ; (4.) Of Ge- 


itructionz (5-) Of Damaation; (6.) Of , 


the Wrath to come; and (7.) Ot tne 
Wine-preſs of the Wrath cf God Almigh- 
ty, are things wnich are not ſeen. 

Theſe drea/ul Expreſſions are Exprel- 
ſions that carry in them Rivers of unſcen 
Woes, Seas of unſeen Vengeance z yea 
whole Oceans of unſeen and unutterable 
Torments, 

2. The things ſnad wed out to us, 

(r- ) By Darkneſs, outer Darkneſs, 
I:!ting Darkreſs ; (2.) By Chains, bhain 


of ei criaſting Darknels 3 G. ) By the W ine 
of 
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of the Wrath of God ; (4.) By a Worm, 
a Worm that ſhall never die 3 (5.) And by 
a Fire, a Fire prepared for the Devil and 
his Angels, a Furnace of Fire, a Lake of 
Fire, a Furnace and Lake of unquenchable 
and everlaſting Fire; I fay, the things ſha- 
dowed out by all theſe to ns, are unſeen 
tnings, 

O Sirs, yon that live impenitently and 
ſecurely in Sin, that Scoff}, and Swear, and 
Drink, and \V hore, and profane the Ford's 
day,and make lignt of Threataings, Warn»: 
ings, Admonitions, 2s if yon had made a. 
Covenant with Death, an were at an: A» 
Orect nent with Hell, as they who faid, I/2. 
28. 15. [ic have made a Covenant with Death 2, 
and with FH ina are we at Aorcement' when the 
overfioning Scourge ſhall paſs through, it ſhall 
ot come unto _ for we have made I Lies our 
Fae. and under Falfhood have we bid our- 
adt 1$,as it they had ſaid,Death and 
ita mity with 2s, we fear no more 
harm from them than we do from thoſe: 
that are in League with us, than we do- 
troin Contederates, we are at Agreement 
with Heil, Hei ſhall not hurc vs :. or as it. 
they had faid, we are in no more fear of 
Hell, than we are in fear of our Confede- 
ratcs; for Hell is but a Fat >lo, a Buo-bear., 
to Mn ona eter and Fools ; let Preachers 
ſay what they will, we care not tor Hell, 
elther ICS n 

1? 
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ot -, Or It 15 not. fo terrible As 
. Are you of this Temper, Sars ? 
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do you live looſely and profanely, fecure- 
Iy and careleſly in a ſinful State and Way, 
and yet ſay we have made a Covenant with 
Death, and are at an Agreement with Hell, 
we fear not Hell, we care not for Hell ? 

(1.) Either it is not; Or (2.) we ſhall 
eſcape it; Or (3.) it will not prove ſo hot 
as we are told : why I ſay your Covenant 
with Death ſhall be difannulled, and your 
Agreement with Hell ſhall! not ſtand ; you'] 
find there isa Hell, and this Hell will be 
what now you are told of, 

Alas, alas, you have not ſeen what it is, 
(1.) To be turned into Hell; (2.) To go 
into Perdition ; (3.) To be puniſhed with 
everlaſting Deſtruction from the preſence 
of the Lord; (4.) To fall into the Con- 
demnation of the Devil; (5.) To be thrown 
into the great Wine-preſs of the Wrath of 
God ; (6.) To be calt al:ve into the Lake 
of Fire, burning with Brimſtone; (7.) To 
be tormented Day and Night for ever and 
ever; (8$.) To feel an endleſs Rain of 
Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, and a burning 
Tempeſt ; (9.) To ſuffer the Vengeance of 
an Eternal Fire; (10.) And to have the 
Smoke of your Torment aſcend for ever 
and ever. 

You have not ſeen theſe I ſay, you ſee 
not what is lying in their Womb, but they 
will come in ſight ; and know to day, that 
as light as you make of them, they will 
cauſe you change Chear for ever ; at. 25. 
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30. There ſhall be Weeping and Gnafhing of 
Teeth - this is their Caſe who are now in 
outer Darkneſs; and tho you may laugh at 
it now. 1t will be your Caſe there, there's 
no laughing or jelting in Hell, but only 
weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, Pray 
think of it you that are going for Hell, 
you little think what a Place and Things 
you are going to, what you ſhall both ſee 


and feel there : the things thereof are 


things that are not ſeen ; and it's not ſafe 
to make light of that you ſee not, nor good 
to praiſe Hell before you have try d it, and 
wo to you if you come to try it once, for 
that once will be for ever. 

Tvirdly, The third Queſtion under the 
Doctrine is, how theſe things are unſeen. 
You ſee there are unſeen things, and what 
theſe unſeen things are,the things of Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. Now the 
next inquiry may be this, in order to the 
clearing of the Point, (viz.) How they are 
unſeen, or what this imports or implies that 
they are not ſeen. 

Now this Phraſe implies theſe four or five 
things, (viz.) That they are things which, 

1. Arenot ſeen with Eyes of Fleſh, they 
are not ſeen, that is, they are not vilible 
to our. bodily Eyes, not beheld with the 
Eye that looks upon viſible ObjeQs, and 
things under the Sun; Eye hath not feen 
them. My Beloved, your Eye hath feen a 
great Number, and a great variety of = 

jets 
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jets, you are not able to tell how many 
Thinzs, and how many kinds of Things 
you have ſeen lince you begun to look out 
at thei2 Wi: _ but | can tell you what 
you have not : among all the Things 
which you ave Hen Day after Day, you 
have never ſeen the things of Death, t the 
things of Jud;zment, the things of Heaven, 
nor the things of Heil, theſe have all a- 
long been out of your light. 

(1.) Haſt thou feen great Things, great 
Tranſactions, great Revolutions ? thou hatt 
ſeen no fnch great RSS, as the Things of 
the great Day of the Lord. (2.) Faſt thou 
ſeen g00d Things, Things that were ex- 
cecdin:: amiable. lovely, = deiirable in 
thine > ye, that thine Eye was much take 
with ? Egon halt ſeen no ſuch good, xvo 
ly and defirable Things, as thoſe of * Heaven 
and Giory ar2.(3.)H aſt thou ſeen ill Things, 
T 1925s that have been Dreadt ul, Terrible, 
Afoniſhing and Am a7z1Ng to thee, that have 
frignted thoe,that have put thee into a Con- 
ſternation ? why, yet for all that thou haſt 
Feen no ſach terrible or aſtoniſhing Things, 
as the tliings of Hell and Damnation: this is 
is one, theſe things are not ſcen by t 
Eye of the Pocty, 

2. It imports, that theſe unſeen things 
are. known. they are not ſeen, that is, 
tiey are not fally known and underſtood 
by u3: aS they are things which arc not 
Iecn by the Eye of Heſh, fo they are 

things 
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thinzs which are not ſeen fully by the Eye 
of the Mind ; the Eye ſees them not, net. 
ther doth the Mind reach them proportio- 
nably to the Nature of thein. Alas, it's but 
a little that we underſtand of theiz things, 
our Knowledg of them is mighty obſcure, 
dark, contuſed, and imperfect, as Job ſays 
of the ens... of God ;, Job 25. 14. Lo, 
theſe are but parts of his Ways, and bow little 

a Portion is heard of him ? the Thunder of his 
Power who can underſtand ? 1. e. all that we 
hear and know, and conceive of God, is 
little, low, and nothing to what he is ; "all 
our Thoughts, Meditations, Apprehenite 
ons, are infinitely below tis infinite —_ 
ſty. So may lI ſay of tneſe unicen Things, 
lo, theſe are part of them, theſe 1 hings 
we have hinted at; but how little a Por- 
tion is heard of them? it's but little, very 
little, excceding little, that we do or can 
conceive of unſeen 1 hinss to whit they 
are, and what we ſhall find them to he. 
The Italians have a Proverb, Qu Yeonetias 
non videt non credit, & qui aliquandia ibi non 
vixit non intclligit. $o It is 1n this Cafe, 
he that hath not ſzen theſe Thinvs not 


ſeen, cannot belicve enough of them ; and 


he that hath not had ſome Experience of 
them, caiinot underſtand them as they are. 
One of the Fathers branches things un= 
der three Heads. 
1. Things that are known. 2, Things 
that are knowable, that may be found out 
by 
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by Search and Enquiry, 3. Things that 
are neither known, nor knowable, but-re- 
ſerved for another World : and of this fort 
are theſe unſeen Things, they are not now 
known, or knowable, but the Knowledg 
of them is reſerved for another World. 
Alas,the Secrets of Nature arc much above 
us, there are many thouſand Things there 
that we either have no Knowledg of, or 
know bnt very darkly ; the Secrets of Grace 
are more above us, but the Sccrets cf Glory are 
aoſt of all above us, the Knowledg of them 
is-t00 wonderful for us, we cannot attain 
unto it. Says Zophar, Job 11. 7,8, 9. Canſt 
thou by ſearching find out God? canſt thou 
find out the Almighty unto Perfe&Fion ? It is 
as bigh as Hen, what canſt thou do ? deeper 
than Hell, what canſt thou know ? The Mea- 


Fwre thereof is longer than the Earth, and 


broadey than te Sea. 

Ic's as high: What's as. high ? Why 
God's Perfection, this is as high, So may I 
ſay here, canſt thou find out unſeen Things 
by ſearching to Perfection ; alas, no, no, 
they are as high as Heaven, what can we 
do ? deep as Hell, what can we know ? 

Paul, who was a Man of eminent Attain- 
ments, extraordinary Revelations, and 
ſtood on a higher riſe of Ground than any 
now living ; yet tells us, that he ſaw buy 
ex ures, (modo imperfedFo) in part, he ſaw 
but the . back-parts of unſeen Things; 
1 Cor. 13. g. We know in part, and propheſy 

is 
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in part, Ver.11. When I was a Child, I ſpake 
as a Child, I underſtood as a Child, I thought 
as a Child, He compares all the Knowledg 
he had attained of theſe Things, to that 
he had of things in the World when he 
was a Child. Children have but weak and 
ſhallow Conceptions and Apprehenſions of 
things, ſuch as they are aſhamed of, when 
they grow up to be Men. Why there 15 (11 
many reſpeds) as great Difference between 
the Apprehenſions we have of unſeen 
Things now in this World, and the Ap- 
prehenſions we ſhall have of the ſame 
Things in the other World, as there is 
between the Apprehenſions of Perſons 
whilſt but Children, and when come 
to be Men. Alas, Sirs, when you hear 
Men of the largeſt Abilities diſcourſing of 
theſe Things, they do but even liſp, and 
ſtammer, and ſpeak half words, and bits 
of Sentences, as Children ; they do but talk 
of them as blind Men do of Colours, or 
as you do of far Countries, and Rari- 
ties in them that you have never, never 
ſeen. 

O the things of Heaven are other things, 
and the things ot Hell are other Things 
than you or I think, unknown Things ! 
we ſee not (when our Conceptions are 

10ſt accurate and elevated) a thouſandth 
thouſandth part of that Glory that ts pre- 
pared for the Saints in Heaven ; nor yet a 
thouſandth thouſandth part of that Shame, 
Wo, 
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Wo, and Wrath, that is prepared for Sin- 
ners in Hell. Heaven 1s not only com- 
menſurate to our greateſt Hopes, but as far 
above them, as it is above the Earth ; and 
Hell is not only anſwerable to our greatelt 
Fears, but as far beyond them as the Eil 
is from the Welt. Says Moſes, Pal. wo In, 
Who knoweth the Power of thine Anger 2 ac- 
cording to thy Fear, ſo is thy Wrath, That 
15s, the Wrath of God is every way anſ{we- 
rable to the Fear that Men have of it; 
and not only ſo, bat it is behind what we 
either fear or can know. Think on this 
under the moſt dreadtulConiiderations ima- 
ginable; and yet (when thou halt thought 
the worſt, and all that is pollible) accord- 
ing to thy Fear, ſo 1s his Wrath, and more 
than ſo when poured out to the utmoſt, 
This is the ſecond, they are not ſeen, that 
is, not known. 


3. They are not experienced, they are. 


not ſeen ; that is, they are not try'd and 
felt by Experience, we have not had a 
trial of them by Taſte or Feeling. This 
Phraſe of ſeeing, is often put thus for 
fecling in Holy Scripture, as Lament. 3. 1, 


I am the Aan tht oath ſeen AjfliFion by the | 
Rod of his A/rath; as if he liad ſaid, I have! 


felt, end: red, born Alliiftion, So Pſal, 


99. 15. Tyr T.ars whercin we havetften Evil; 


ſuffer?d, felt Evil and AﬀiQtion. Jer. 29. 
18. Wherefore cams I forth out of the om 
to ſee Labour and Sorrow ? Rev. 18. 7. Pal. 

27. 
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27.13. & 106.5. and in many other Pla- 
ces, to ſee is to feel, and not to ice is nt to 
fee] or experience. And thus this Phraſe 
may be taken here ; and ſo in this Senſe, 
theſe things are unſeen things to us; there's 
not a Man among us to day, that has once 
ſeen them, that has try*d and had expert- 
ence of them in himſelf, that can come 
out and ſay, I have gone through Death, 
I have been 1n Heaven, or I have been in 
Hell, and tried Things of another World. 
OSirs, theie things not ſeen are things we 
have not had an Experiment, a Proof, and 
Trial of; you have not had an Experiment 
of thethings of Death, nor of the things of 
Judgment, nor of the things of Heaven, 
nor of the things of Hell. © think of it 
you that are drooping Saints, and Servants 
vf God; you have not yet try*d, (1.) What 
Itis to have God to wipe away all Tears 
from your Eyes. (2.) What it is to enter in- 


to the Joy of your Lord. (3.) What it is to 


recelve your Inheritance, to -put on your 
Crown, and to poſlefs your Kingdom. (4.) 
Whiatitisto ſee God face to face, and to 
follow rhe Lamb whitherſocver he gocth. 
(5.) What it 1s to be with Chriſt your 
Lord and Love in Heaven. I fay, all theſe, 
and all tre unutterable things of Heaven, 
are things you have not tried: a Trial of 
them would make the whole World of 
ſcen thinzs a Wilderneſs, a Wearineſbs to 
you. Aud O think of it, you fhat are 

| daring 
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daring Sinners, you that make nothing of 
Death, of Judgment, of Heaven, or Hell, 
I fay again, think of it: you have not try'd 
the things you are making thus light of; 
you have not tried, I ſay, (1.) What it is 
to lie down in Sorrow. (2.) What it is to 
be driven away into outer and eternal 


Darkneſs. (3.) What it is todwell with the | 


devcuring Fire, to dwell with everlaſting 
Burnings. (4.) What it is to be tormented 
with the Devil and his Angels. (5.) What 
it 1s to be puniſhed with everlaſting De- 
ſtruction ; had you ever tried theſe things, 
you would have other thoughts about 
them : they that are this Day trying them, 
and feeling what they are, are not making 
light of them; and O if you had been but 
a Year, a Week, a Day, or a Night, or 
an Hour in Hell, and ſeen what others are 
ſeeing, and felt what they are feeling, you 
would not think it a ſmall Matter to be 


damned. This is a Third ; theſe things are | 


unſeen, they are ſuch things that we have 
no preſent experimental Acquaintance 
with. 

4. 7 hey are not preſent and entred on ; 
they are not ſeen, that is, they are not yet 
in being as to us, we are not yet begun 
with them, and entred on them, we have 
them not preſent with us. This Phraſe of 
ſeeing, is uſed thus for enjoying, poſſeſling, 
or having the Preſence of a Thing ; John 


3- 3- Except a Man be born apain, he cawt - 


fee 


Chriſtian's greateft Concern. 45 


ſee the Kingdom of God. Videre regnum 
Dei idem eſt ac intrare in illud ; therefore 
it's ſaid verſe the 5th, Except a Man be born 
of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the Kinzdom of God. Deut. 3. 25. Moſes 
pray'd that he might ſee, z, e. enter into 
and come to polleſs that good Land, So 


alſo, Pal. 36. 9. In thy Light we ſhall ſee 


Light, (1. e.) have or enjoy Light. So 
Luke 17. 22, The Days will come when ye 
ſhall defire to ſee one of the Days of the Son of 
Man, and ye ſhall not ſee it , that is, when 
you ſnall deſire to enjoy one of theſe Days, 
to have the preſence of one of theſe 
Days, and ye ſhall not ſee it, that is, ye 
ſhall not enjoy one of them, ye ſhall not 
have the Preſence of one of them with 
you. And ſo in many other Places, to ſee 
a Thing, is to have it preſent and in poſ- 
ſeflion ; and not to ſee a thing, is to have it 
abſent and unbegun with us. And in this 
reſpe& alſo theſe things are unſeen things ; 
that is, they are not begun with ns, we 
are not entred on them, you and lare not 
yet entred on the things of Death, or the 
things of Judgment, on the things of Hea- 
ven, or on the things of Hell. O Sirs, the 
Saints Heaven, Harveſt and Happineſs 1s 
not yet begun, but to begin ; the Saints 
Kingdom 1s not yet come, but to come. 
Tertullian in his Book de Spe&acults, diſ- 
ſnading the Servants of God from them, 
hath this Motive, Noftre cans, noſtre nup- 
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4 


tiz nondum ſunt ; So 1 ſay, the Saints Hap-? 7 ; 
Pinels is not yet, it's yet out of fight, and! 
to come : And fo, Sirs, the Sinners and Un-! 
godly's Kell, and Horror, and Torment, | 
is not yet begun, but to begin, Do you ſee! 


them Ranting and Reve ling, Swaggering | 


and Gallanting it out from Day to Day ! 


O think it not ſtrange, for, I ſay, their Hell} 
is not yet begun, they are yet 1n their Hea-| 


ven, and their Hel] is to begin ; their Time, 
nay.their Eternity of Dar kneſs, and Chains, 
and Fire, and Weeping, and Gnaſhing, 


are yet to enter on. Oconlider it you thath 


live nggy, I may fay to you, as the A- 


p3ite. Jamos 3. 5- Ye have lived in Pleas} 
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ter. Ay but where 1s 1t, Sirs, that you have 


Iived ? 15 it not on Earth, that you: have 
| 


lived thas in Picaſure? 1s It not on Earth thatf 


You are living? it's co Earth, its on Earth 


only, and beyond Earih tnerc?s an unſeen 
Hell. How will you live there? wiil you 
live oY Heil as you have lived on Earth, 


11 Plc iſurcs, In JoVity, 11 Delicacy ? will 


you take up 2 ſenival ] ite, a delicate wayt 
when you are in Chains, 1n ef 


of living, 


verlaiting Burnings, Jultering the Venge- 


ance of an eternal Fire, and «< drinkingh 


whole Cups, nay Rivors of the Wine of 
tne Wrath of God Almighty ? O thoſk 
wiil be no Delicacies then, your Heaven 
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Life-time received thy good Things, and La= 
zarns coil Things « bt now be is Comforted, 
and thou art Toriacated. 

5. I may add this: Unſeen things are 
things which are not conidvered, obſerved, 
or regarded; they are 105 feen, that 1s 


| they are not minded and regarded, or ta- 
| ken notice of by many. This Phraſe of 
| ſeeing 1s uſed thus, for taking notice of, 
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that. So aiſo verſe 24. Sce ye to 2, And 
= . 


that are lictle look'd «t in the \ \orld, that 
are out of jight, and owt of min with 
man? ; that many ner regard, or once 
tron2!2 themſelves aDOnt. T 18 18 ano- 
ther, and in this reſpect 4 alfo, theſe things 
of i2cath, Judgment, Heaven, 14d ell, 
areas to many unſeen things 3 they mind 
them not, they take no more notice of 
them than if they were not: among the 
multicude of Thoughts thit are within 
them and paſs through them every Day, 
there are none of this ſort, no ſerious pon» 
deriog Thoughts of the things ot Death, 

The 
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the things of Judgment, of Heaven, or 
Hell, O, Sirs, how many be there who 


have gone over twenty, thirty, forty | 


Years, and yet, it may be feared, the Time 
is yet t come that ever they ſpent one 


ſingle Hovr, Day or Night, Night or Day, | 
one time or another, in ſerious Thoughts | 
about vaſz2a things ? pray look home, Sirs, | 
to your c:vn elves, and fee what you have | 
done in this Caſe, TI heſe are, I fay, with | 
many unſeen things, things they are mind- | 


leſs of, and careleis about, 


SER- 
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2 Cor. 4. 18. While we look not at the 
i which are ſeex, but at the things 
which are not ſfeen; for the thing 
which are ſeen are temporal, but = 
things which are ot ſeen are eternal, 


Ourtoly, We ſhall inquire, what Look- 
ing at theſe unſcen things imports 
and implies. 

You ſee (1. ) | tat there are unſeen things. 
(2.) What theſe unſeen things are. (3.) How 
they are unſeen, Now the next inquiry 
may be, what 1t is to look at unſeen things, 
or what this looking at unle2n things 
(which is the grext Concern of + hriltians) 
inciudes and implies. Now this Paraſe in- 
cludes and carries many things 1n it; I ſhall 
only at this Time point at theſe ws Lit 
are bound up in It. 

To look art th 195 which are not ſeen, 1s 
a hs: that in;plics, 

A real Valvation or Eſtimation of 
ankics things. as things meet to be mincied, 
and de:erving to be regarded by us. This 

7) Pkr, fo 
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Phraſe is thus uſed to denote that which &< 
deſerves to be regarded and valued; \ 
2 Kings 3.14. AndEliſha ſaid, As the Lord y 
of Hoſts iveth, before whom I ſtand, ſurely » 
were it not that I regard the Preſence of Jeho- þ 
ſhaphat the King of Judah, I would not look | a 
towards thee nor ſee thee ;, that is, I would | h 
not have matter?d, nor ſet by thee, it's o 
F:hoſhaphat that I look at, and regard in| n 
the Matter. So here to look at unſeen | 
things, 1s to:reckon of them as valuable | 1s 
things, as things to be mattered and made  b; 
axcount of by us. And this now, Sirs, is | ry 
our Concern and Duty ; it concerns thee * ut 
and me, and lies on us, not to ſlight theſe ar 
unſeen things, as many do, as if they were | t 
Poor, worthleſs, inconſiderable Matters, @& 
not worthy to be taken notice of or re- 1a 
garded; take heed of this, reckon not of ' P: 
Death, of Judgment, of Heaven, of Hell,; th 
as ſorry, as inconſjderable things, as things | at 
too little and mean to be minded ; but look 08 an 
at them, that is, make them Matters of G 
Moment, Matters of Concernment, of + Pt 
greateſt Moment and Concernment of | to 
any Matters in all the World ; for ſo they we 
are, and ſuch they will be found with eve- cu 
ry one of us another Day. If there be no- 
thing in Death, Judgment, Heaven, Hell, | PT 
zo be winded or matter'd by us, who are | fo! 
on the way towards Death, Judgment, Hea- | Te; 
ven or Hell ; then there's ſurely nothing, ; a? 
nothing in the World, nor any thing - | 00 
of | 
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of the World, to be made any Matter of. 
W har 1s 1t that you make a Matter of, that 
you look on as valuable, it theſe be nothing 
with you ? ſurely, Sirs, theſe are things to 
be look?®d at. And this is one, we,mult look 
at unſeen things, that 1s, get, and keep a 
home, a lively and affecting Impreſlion upon 
our Hearts, of the Weight and Concern- 
ment of unſeen things. 

Art thou a gracious Perſon, look at, that 
is, get and keep a-fo2t an aftetting, an a- 
biding Senſe of the Height of unſeen Glo» 
ry thou art going to, of the Depth of 
unſeen Wrath thou art delivered from, 
and 1t will teach thee (whatever comes) 
to reckon as the Apoſtle our light Aﬀit- 
Gioms, &c, If Shame, if Loſs, it Tribu- 
lation, if Perſecution: O what a ſmall 
Pain 1s this to the Glory to come? Art 
thou an ungodly profane Creature, O Jook 
at unſeen things, z. e. get and keep a-foot 
an abiding aftecting Senſe of that eternal 
Glory thou art loling, of that everlaſting 
Puniſhment thou art in danger to drop in- 
to every Day, and every Hour. Either this 
would ſtartle thee out of thy preſent Se- 
curity, or 1 know not what will, 

2. Serious Meditation on them. This 
Phraſe is thus uſed, rot only to denote 
ſomething thar deſerves to be minded and 
regarded, but alſo to denote the minding 
and regarding of it, the imploying of our 
Thoughts about it. Prov. 24. 32. Then 1 

4 -: ſaw, 
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ſaw, and con/adered it well : 1 looked upon it, 
and received Inflrution : 1look®d with a le- 
rious, obſerving, conſideri1g ye. 1 Sam, 
16. 7. Look not on bis Co: n1nces conlider 
it not, conclude not * that, TFames 1. 25. 
But mhoſo looketh tnto the terfect Law of Lis 
berty, 1. e, bendeth his M114 to meditate on 
it, and nakder © 0 1s. $2. 1, 2- $6 
here tolcok at things not {eca, 1s to admit 
them 1nto our ſerious Though ts, 70 take 
them into our ;clemn Conlideratiun, and 
to ſet our muling Minds at work about 
them. And this is our Concern and Duty, 
iT concerns me, and it concerns thee, and 
every one that's here to day. to reckon 
of theſe things as M tters to be minded, 
and to mind them; to mind them, I fay, 


CE ng 


and to transfer our moſt ſerious "Thoughts | 


to them. Its not enough to confeſs that 
they are Matters of Moment, a Thing that 
I think few will deny, but we muſt alfo 
mind them, and have our Thoughts exer- 
ciſed about them as Matters of ſuch Mo- 
ment, a thing Il fear that few practiſe. 
This 1s another thing that 1s 1mplicd in 
this looking, viz. ſerious thinking at un- 
ſeen things: pray ihink of it, Raſt thou 


+ mr 


never thought of Death, Judgment, Hea- | 


v22, or Hell, or at molt only gland at 
them, and caſt an Fye on them by the by, 
while thou haſt been minding other things? 
why know this Day, that it is thy I '\uty to 
look at them, to look, to fix the Lye . 
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thy Mind and Meditation on them, as th. u 
doit the Eye of thy Body on the Object 
thou wouldſt look narrowly upon, or accu- 
rately at. O they are things to be looked 
at, and not to be glanced at, things to be 
eycd with all ['iligence, and not only on 
the by. Our Morning Thovghts, and our 
Evening Thoughts, our Day |} houghts, 
and our Night 1hovughts, our Company 
Thoughts, and our folitary Thoughts, 
ſhonld he mecting at theſe unſeen things, 
and ſpending themſelves on them, in think- 
ing what a glorious bleſſed thing it will 
be to ſee the un'cen things of Heaven, 
and Glory we have hinted at,to ſee God,to 
fee him as he 15; and what a ſad and fear- 
ful thing it will be, to ſee the unſeen things 
of Hell and Damnation, to fee tlie V\'oim 
that never Gicth, the unquencliaaie Fire, 
the \Vrath to come. Thee, Sirs, are Sub- 
jects that we ſhould look ar, that is, our 
Thoughts ſhould fix, ſettle, and dwell 
much on them. 

3. Fixed Intention or Propoſal of them 
to our ſelves, as our great End or Aim : the 
orizinal word 6 #c75vTwy here uſed, lignifies 
ſuch a looking as a Watchman uſeth that 
ſtands on a Tower to deſcry Enemies and 
Dangers and marks everyCorner diligently; 
or ſncha looking as an Archer when he 1s 
ſhooting, tho he have many Objects about 
him on this 1ide,and on that fide,yer he looks 
Neither on this tide, nor on the other lide, 

D. 3 but 
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but ftreight before him at the Scope or | 
Mark he aims at. This, I ſay, 1s the im- | 


Port of the Word ; and ſo to look at things 
not ſeen, is to make them our Scope and 
End, our great Mark and Aim in the! 
World : and this now, Sirs, is our Concern | 


| 


i 
$ 


and Duty alſo, it concerns me, and It cons | 
£erns thee, and it concerns every one, not 


only to value unſeen things,and to think on 


unſeen things, but alſo to aim at unſeen | 
things; ta make unſeen things our Mark, | 


to eye unſeen things as the great Mark we | 


ſhoot at. Thus is another thing, I ſay, that 
is Implied in this looking, to wit, a ſteady | 
almirg at unſeem things ; we ſhould look ! 
on all other things, viz. ſeen things, as if | 
we looked not, as By-bulſineſſes ; but we 


lhonld look at theſe unſeen things as our | | 
Main Bulineſs, and End that we propound | 


to our ſelves. Pray remember this, have 


you been making ſeen things, the ſeen Pros | 


fits, or ſeen Pleaſures, or ſeen Honours of 
the World, your great Matters, your 
great Marks that you have mainly deſigned 
and aimed at ? why, alas, you have been 
tooking the wrong Way ; and all the while 


that you have been making this your Mat- | 
fer, how to get Eſtates and Wealth, or ! 


how to raiſe your Names and Families, or 
tow to take your fill of ſenſual Pleaſures : Y 


it has, I fay, all the while concerned you, 


and lain on you as your Drty, to look at 
things not ſeen, to make unſeen things | 


41> I 


your | 
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your . ns Matters. I fay, it has: con- 
cerned you to make theſe your Buſineſs, 
theſe, theſe things ſhould have been your 
Matters, your Marks, your Aims, Sirs, viz. 
(1.) How yon might get into a readineſs 
to ſee unſeen Death. (2.) How you- might 
eſcape the things that are coming on this: 
World, and ſtand: before the Son of Man 
at his coming. (3.) How you might avoid: 
the ſeeing of the uniſeen things of Hell, the 
bottomleſs Pit, the Wine-preſs of the 
Wrath of God, the Darkneſs, Chains aid 
Priſon of the Damned. Andq (4.) Ho: 
you might be admitted to the ſeeing of the 
unſeen things of Heaven, in the Paradiie,. 
the City, the: Temple of God ; theſe are: 
the things, the things you ſhould hav. 
been looking and aiming at all this while, 
and this is yet your great Concern and 
Duty in the World. Well, this is another ; 
unſeen things are the things that we 
ſhould look ar, that is, aim at. 

4. It implies vigorous Proſecution or 
earneſt Endeavour, that we ſhould purſue 
them with all care and dHigence. Ia. 56. 
Ir. its ſaid of the blind and greedy 
Watchmen, They all look to their own way, 
every one for his Gain from his Quarter, 1. e.. 
It's their great Matter they have in pur- 
ſuit, and are continually driving on. So 
here to- look at things not ſeen, is to pur- 
ſue them as our great buſineſs in the World. 
AS Paul, Phil. 3. 14. I preſs toward the Aark, 


/ 
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for the Prize of the High-calli:zg of God in | 
Chriſt Jeſus %a TE 0HomY MNaxw, Scopum | 


werfſus feror, that 1s, I have Eternal Salva- 
tion (which is my Scope, or Mark, or End) 


mug TO ey re 


17 chaſe, I am making towards it up Hill | 
and down, through thick ard thin, as one ' 


reſolved never to reſt till 1 have attained 
unto it, This 1s to look at unſeen things, 


19 SP 


and this now Sirs, alſo is our Concern and | 


Duty ; it concerns me,and it concerns thee, 
not only to aim at, but alto to lay out for 
unſeen things with all our Might : we muſt 
look at them as the Traveller that's on a 
Journey looks at the End of his Journey, 
or aSa Runner that's in a Race, looks at 


the Scope or Mark he is to cometo; the. | 
one runs with ſpeed, and tne other rides 


with haſte, and both make towards the 
Mark, Thus 1 ſay, and on this faſhion we 
ſhould look at things not icen, as thoſe 
that are CraTeNing cr ranmng towards 
the: 1 voy earnelt Endeavour, in a diligent 
Liſe of all Means and WAYS leading unto 
trem. O, Sirs, we have many that are run- 
ning and 1 ding, thar are up early and late, 
thataretoiling and moiling all theDay long, 
and of whnte Labour there is noend. But 
what is ail this abour, what 1s it for ? why 
als, ſeen, ſeen things, theſe are the Mat- 
teis they are ſceking ; and as for unſeen 
things they either look not at them.or only 
> coldty and remi. iy, aS1t they cared not 
v-:ich end coes forward : bur, Sirs, it con- 
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cerns you and me to be upand doing about 
unſeen things, to be looking, 7.e, taking 
great Care, and ſeeking by all Means, early 
and late, to get a ſure-Title LO, and to al- 
ſure our Intereſt in the unſeen things of 
Heaven and Glory. © thele are the great 
Matters that Vien and Women ſhould 
be, (4+) — about z (2.) Striving a- 
bout : z (3.) Labouring for z And (4.) preſ- 
ſing after in this World. This is another, 
unſeen thin 2s are the things we ſhould look 
at, that is, ſeek for, and purſe. 

5- It implies earneſt Expectation, that 
we look at them as the great Object that 
we expect and Jeire to otain,and come £0. 
Looking 1s thas ts Expetting : : £44.23. 
He looked that it {hold bring forth Grapes. 
Verſe 7. #le logked for Tudgment, but behold 
Oppre/non. Jer. $. 15. IVelooxed for Peace, 
but no good came 5, and pw a Fu of Health, 
and vinl14 Trouvie, 2-FCT. «13: L;/e Ioo% 
for a new Heaven and a new "Earth, la ail 
which places Looking is put for Expecting, 
So here to look at unſeen things, 1s to look 
for unſeen things : we look not at the things 
which are ſeen, that is, we expect not ſeen 
and Temporal things, as the things that 
our Portion and Happineſs lies in; but un- 
ſeen and Eternal things, are the things we 
are looking ar. 7.e, that we are waiting 
for, that we are in expectation of, that we 
are tarrying for; and this 13 alſo our Du- 
ty, to look at, that is, make things: -not 

Ds ſeen }: 
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ſeen our Expectations. Many look at ſeen 
things, and no further, having nothing 
cither beſide them, or beyond them thar 
they do indeed look for ; ſeen things, ſome- 
Thing or other that's ſeen, is the utmoſt 


thing that they have 1n their Eye: but, | 


Sirs, our looking ſhould be over, beyond, 
palt all that is ſeen, to that that 1s not ſeen, 
1 Cor. 1. 7. Waiting for the coming of our 
Lord feſus Chriſt, Phil.3.20. We look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 3. 12, 
Looking for the coming of the day of God. 
\Vhy thus we ſhould look over, look paſt all 
that we are ſeeing, to that which is unſeen, 
as the great Matter we are. in ExpeQati- 
onof, This now- is the fifth thing ; you 
ſee what looking at unſeen things imports, 
it carries theſe things in it. (1.) A valuing 
of. (2.) Thinking on. (3.) Aiming art. 
(.4.) Secking for. (5.) Expecting of things 
not ſeen, It's our Duty to look at things 
not ſeen; and to look at them, is to value 
them, to think on them, to aim at them, 
to ſeek after them, and to live in expecta- 
tion of them : then we look at theſe things 
when we make Account of them as Mat- 


RIP VION» WYIO POEeY * YT PITT ILTROYs. 490, 


ters of the greateſt Moment, when we | 


mind them as Matters of ſuch Moment, 
when we propoſe them to our ſelves as our 
great Buſineſs in the World, when we 
purſue them as our great Matter, and when 
we expect them as our Portion, all theſe 
are bound up in this looking, and meet in 

this 
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this great Duty : from which we may ſee 
(by the way) that this Duty 1s a Duty that 
very few are living in at this Day. 

Fifthly, Why is it the Part and Duty of 
Chriſtians to look at unſeen things ? You 
have ſeen, (1.) That there are unſeen 
things ; (2.) What theſe are ;(3.) How un- 
ſeen ; (4.) What Looking imports, Our next 
Inquiry. may be this, Why is it a Duty,and 
doth ſo much concern us to look at, (4. e.) 
to eye, aim at, ſeek after, and to expect. 
things which are not ſeen ? 

Now titis is our Duty, becauſe theſe ug 
ſeen things are, 

1. Certain and indubitable:- they are 
not imaginary things, that conſiſt in No- 
tion and Speculation only, but certain Ve-- 
rities ; It's true, they are to us inviſible, 
but its as true that they are as indubitable 
and unqueſtionable : we ſee them not now.,. 
but it 1s as ſure that they remain to be ſeen, 
as that there was a World to be ſeen, when: 
we were lying 13 theWomb of our Mothers, 
and faw it nat. Our Parents then ſaw 2 
World that we were coming; 1nto, bet wer 
ſaw not a He2ven, an Earth, a Sun, theſe»: 
were out of our ſight; and many of them 
zre now allo feerng a World that we are 
going into, but ſee not. Sirs, there 15 27 
great cerlui ty I: theſe unſeen thms5; as? 
in any thing tiat you fee. (1.) Are you” 
itvre thore 152 Sun in the Firmament, b<-: 
cal. you fee it with your Eyes! (2,) Art: 
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ou ſure there is an Earth under your Feet, 
nas you ſee it and feel it? (3.) Are 
you ſure there are Men and Women be- 
lides your ſelves on this Earth, becauſe you 
ſee them and converſe with them every 
Day * Why I tell you, 1's not more ſure 


that there is a Sun. an Earth, a Man or | 
\Woman belides your lelves, than this Is, | 


that there 1s an unſeen Death, Judgment, 
Heaven and Hell before you. I have be- 
fore hinted at many things of Heaven, 
and many things of Hell that are unſeen, 
that there is a Paradiſe, Houſe, City, 
Crown, Kingdom, reſerved for Saints in 
Heaven; and that there is a Darkneſs, 
Chains, Worm, Wrath, Fire, prepared for 
the wicked in Hell: and, Sirs, theſe are 
no Dreams or Fancies, but moſt certain 
Things; its not more ſure that I am ſpeak- 
ing of them, that you are hearing of them 
at this Time, than it is that there are ſuch 
things (tho we have never ſeen them) as 
we are now ſpeaking and hearing of, 
Titerefore this may be one Reaſon why we 
ſhonld look at them, they are certain, 
theretore certainly it concerns us to look 
at them. If it were a Matter only proba- 
ble, that there are unſeen things; if as 
much might be faid againſt them, as for 
them, then mindlelſneſs of them, and 
carelefſack about them, might be ſome- 
what excuſable; tho in thar caſe it would 
be a wiſe Man's part to take the ſureſt 

fide, 
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ſide, and ſay, well | ſee it's a Queſtion, 
it's a Matter that is doubrful and dark, 


bur Tl carry it fo as | may not be ataloſs, 
| and not know what todo it things prove 


ſo. I fay, if theſe things were thus doubt- 
ful, yer it would be the part of a Wiſe 
Man to look at them : and then what ſhall 
we do when they are unqueſtionable, what 
ſhall we do, I ſay ? dot thou believe (Soul) 
that theſe unſeen things are certain, are 
unqueſtionable ? and doſt thou not think it 


* Concerns thee to look at them ? how can 
| 1t be bur thou muſt think ſo ? Think on 
{ this, unſeen things are ſure thinvs, all that 


I have been telling thee of is ſure, ſee 
thou to it, 

2. Unſeen things are very great, great 
in themſelves, of great Moment and Con- 
cernment to us; yea the greateſt things 
and of greateſt Concernment to us : this 
may be another Reaſon. Sirs, unſeen things 
are not only ſure, but they are alſo very 
great things; they are no poor and trivial 
Matters, no light and inconi:derable things 
that are unworthy to be regarded, which 
are yet unſeen, yet invilible. but (I ſay) 


| great, greater than any thing that 1s ſeen, 


has been ſeen, or ſhall be ſeen before _ 
come into ſight. This you may ſee ſuf- 


| ficiently from what is gone before. (1.) 


The Day of Judgment will be a great Day. 
Acts 2.20. The Sun ſhall be turned ito Dark- 
neſs, and the Joon into Blood, before that 
| great 
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great and notable Day of the Lord come. Of 
kx will be ſuch a Sight as this World never 
ſaw, to ſee Chriſt riding through the: : 
Clouds on his Chariot of Glory, to ſee the- | 
thouſands, ten thouſands of Angels, and all | 
his Attendants.. (2.) The things of Hea- | 
ven are great things : to ſee God, and to 
ſee his Face, and to ſce him Face to Face, | 
will be another manner of ſight than any | 
of the things that are now ſeen. (3) The 
things of - Hell are great things: the moſt 
tremendous things that have ever been ſee | 
in the World, are but very N#ge, to the. 
Darkneſs, and Chains, Worm, and Fire of 
Heil. This, I fay, may be another reaſon ' 
why you and 1 ſhould look at them, that | 
ts, mind them, they are very great things : | 
if you be not looking at tnem, you are 
looking at ſomcthing elſe; and whatever: | 
H 1s that you have in your Eye, 1 tell you. 
that it is very low, little,and inconfiderable; | 
yea, nothing, to thoſe things out of your 
fight: go over all viſible things under 
Heaven, and the greateſt of them- is leſs 
than the leaſt of thoſe inviiible things ; the 
greateſt of the things called Good in this: 
World, are nothing to the Good things of | 
Heaven and Glory. Afinima aterne vite: 
Corona praſtantior erit quam mille mundi,: 
omnia bi clara, omnia bi chara, omnia bt | 
rara ;, ad illud celum eli etiam terre noſtre 
exlum terra 3. | 
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The Apoltle, Col. 1. 16. having divided 


| all things into viſible and inviſible, does 
. | again divide things inviſible, the things of 


' Heaven, into Thrones, Dominions, Prin- 


cipalities, Powers : mark here, he ſubdi- 
vides the Invi/zbilia, que etiam exornat (as 
Beza in locum) is nominibus -quibus ſumma 
queq; inter homines ſ1gnificantur. And 1 Cor. 
2.9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 
bave entred into the Heart of Man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
There 1s ſcarce any thing more valt and 


| boundleſs than the Thoughts of Man, yet 


PET 


the things of Heaven are not only above 
what we ſee, but alſo above what we can 
think, and go-beyond all our thoughts of 
them. And as to. the greateſt of the 
things called {| in this World, they are no- 
thing to the Ills of Hell and Damnation ; 
this one word Hell or Damaation, Sirs, 
comprehendeth greater and more dread- 
ful things in it, than all the amazing things 
that were'e'r ſeen in this World. O, Sirs, 
we ſyeak much. of unſeen things every 
Day#but the Truth-1s, we ſpeak little of 
them as. they are z our Expreſſions, our 
Apprehenſions, our Thoughts of them are 
low, many of them unworthy, none of 
them reaching their Perfe&ion. The Queen. 
of Sheba had heard much of Solomon's Glo- 
ry and Magnificence, ſuch things had been 
reported to her, as were very wonderful, 


Ray, incredible ; ſhe could not believe _ 
till 
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till ſhe came and her Eje. had ſeen them ; 
but then when ſhe ſaw, the was forced to 
confeſs that the one half was not told her, 
I Kings 10. 6,79, Why thus the Ambiſla- 


 dorsof Chriſt tell us much ot Death, and | 


Judgment, and Heaven, and Hell, ſuch | 
things as (I fear) many look on as incres- | 
dible, and not to be- believed by them. 


But alas, when we come, and our Eyes have 
ſeen them, we ſhall cry our, O the one 


half, the thouſandth part was never re- | 
ported to us of that we now ſee; if thoy | 


go for Heaven, chuſe what thou haſt heard, 
or may hear e*r thou come thither, of the 
Glory of the Place, Company, . Enjoy- 


ments, and lmployment-, it's not the one | 


half, nay, not the thouſandth part of 
what thou ſhalt ſee: if thou go for Hell, 
chuſe what thou haſt heard or may hear 


CO OE EI 


er thou come thither, of the Shame and 
Sufferings, there is not the one half, nay | 
not the thouſandth part of what thou ſhalt 
ſee there. Thus theſe unſeen things are | 


Aagna. maxima, Great, and greater than 
all other ; therefore certainly it is our 
Du'y ind Concerament to look at them, 
that is, to mind them. 

3. Unſeen things are unavoidable: as 
they are certain in themſelves, and as they 


are very great, ſo they are alſo unavoida- | 


ble. Unſeen things will come into ſ1zht, | 


are things that muſt, be ſeen, you and 1 
muſt ſee them; as ils unqueſtionable that 


—__ — D-ILeY 


there ! 


o | 
: 


f 
Ne 


| ever) Ver. 9. That 
| ever, and not ſee Corruption, 
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there are things lying out of our ſight, 
ſo it's as Indubitable that they will all 
: come into ſight, and you and 1 muſt ſee 


| the unſeen things of Death, of Judgment, 
' of Heaven, or of Hell. 


(1.) Death is inevitable. Pſal. 89. 48. 


' What Man is be that liveth and ſhall not ſee 


Death 2 {hall he deliver his Soul from the 
Hand of the Grave 2 What Man ? no Man. 


; Pfal. 49. 6. They that truſt in their Wealth, 
; and boaſt themſelves in the Multitude of their 
| Riches : Ver. 7. None of them can by any 
| means redeem bis _—_ nor give t0 God & 
' Ranſom for him ; Ver. 8. (For the Redempe 


tion of their Soul 1s pr pow _ k = - 
ou ul. live for 


(2.) Avsit is appointed for all Men once *0 
die, fo for them after Death to £0 to Tulgment,, | 
Heh. 9.27. (1.) the particvtar judgment of 
every Man nn mediarely aite: Death. (2.) 
The general Judgment of all Men at the 
great Day ; ard as there is no way to avoid 
the ſeeing of Death, and Judgment after 
Death, no more (3 ) Is there any way to 
miſs ſeeing Heaven or Hel], after Ieath 
and Judgment. Of all that arc gone betore 
ns. from the beginning of the World to 
this Day thorow ſo many Generations, 
there is not one that hath not ſeen what 
we ſee nor, that is not ſeeing Salvation or 
Damnation this Day ; and of all that are 
licre to Day, there is not one Son or Daugh- 

tcr, 
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ter, not one Man or Woman that ſhall 
never ſee them z no, no, we mult all ſee 
them : chuſe whether you will look at them 
Or not now, you ſhall certainly look on 


them one Day. And therefore, Sirs, it 


Goth-ſurely concern us to: take them into 
our Eye: 1f it were either a Queſtion whe- 


ther there be any ſuch things, or a Queſti-' 


on whether you or I ſhould ſee them, then 


to lay them out of our Eye might be ſome- | 
what excuſable. Ay, but Sirs, both theſe} 
are out of all queſtion, and therefore queſti- | 


onleſs it's a Matter that concerns us. This 


may be another reaſon why we ſhould look} 
at them z unſeen things will come in f1ght, | 
other things are queſtionable : if thou- be} 


Sick, and would have Health, it's queſtio- 
nable whether thou muſt ever ſee it again; 
if thon be Poor, and would have Wealth; 
if thou be Perſecuted,and would have Peace, 
it's queſtionable whether thou ſhalt ever ſee 


theſe things : many in theſe and many other | 
caſes, have never ſeen that which they | 


have deiired to ſee, and many have eſcaped 


the ſeeing of that which they have been | 


unwliiing to ſee, and that would have 
been unwelcome to them, as in 2 Kings 22, 
20. Good Jo/iab was taken away from ſee- 
ing the Evil that God would bring upon 


0 eee 


Feruſalem, But here is, Sirs, no uncertain | 
ty :n this Caſe; iradmits of no Peradven- | 
ture, or may be. It is a Queſtion whe- | 


ther e'r thou muſt have Health, or Peace, | 


but 
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ſhall] put it's no queſtion whether thou muſt die 
ſee} and come to Judgment. It*s a Queſtion 
hem| whether thou muſt ever ſee the Good in 
& On} the Land of the Living thon wouldlt ſee, 
, It} or eſcape the Evil thou wouldſt not ſee : 
nto| but it's no queſtion but if thon be a graci- 
'he-| ous Perſon thou ſhalt ſce the Goodneſs laid 
-IK-| up in Heaven ; and it thou be graceleſs, 
hen and die ſo, thou ſhalt without queſtion ſee 
ve-| the Fire, and Worm, and Wrath prepa- 
eſe} red in Hell : theſe are ſure things. And 
ſti-} now, Sirs, if unſeen things be thus cer- 
hisf tain, great, unavoidable, and things that 
ok | muſt moſt ſurely be ſeen, then is there not 
it, | a great deal of Reaſon that we ſhould look 
be} atthem, and keep them ever in our Eye ? 
10-} And how ſadly do many miſcarry in this 
n;} Matter, who only carry thoſe things in 
li;f their Eye, that may and often: do never 
e, | come, and lay thoſe things ont of their 
ec | Eye that will moſt ſurely come ? 

| 4. Unſeen things are near : they are 
-Y | Certain, they are great they are unavoida- 
d | ble, and they are alſo very near unto us, 
nf and therefore it doth certainly concern us 
e | to look at them, This may be another 
. | ground ; ſuppoſe ſome great Matter 1th? 
- | World of much Concernment to you, 
1 | tending to your making or undoing while 
- | you live, were now coming upon you, 
- | would you not look upon your ſelves as 
- | concerned to look at it? no queſtion but 
, | you would, Now this great ſeeing of 
| unſecn 


I 
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unſeen things is nut a great way off, bnt at 
Hand, and hard by every one of you. Az Mo 
the Apoſtle faith, Kom. 13. 12, The Night} pa 
is far ſpent, the Day is at Hand : So 1 may} fey 
fay to you, it's but as an Hour or two to 
Day-break, to Sun-riſe, that will inl:ghten! 
things that are in Darkneſs O,Sirs,you and! ſee 
I ſtand at the Door of theſe unicen things;! 4hj 
and if Death do but once open it by anj| thi 
, one of its many thouſand Feys, we thall im-} 4g 
mediately ſee that which we have never| 
fee. Death (as I have told you) 4 an un- 
ſeen thing, and It 15 O/t, 117R 111; /ibelum, 
here will be a beginning of them, and Of th, 
how ſoon will this be ere? ls there any: hel 
more thana few Days, a Hand's breadth of | 
Time, a Wind, a Breath, a Vapor, he-| 
tween any of us and this? w by verily there} ha 
Is no more, Job 14. 1. Mn that is born | 
@ Woman is tut of few Days. Plal 39.5. 
Build, thou haſt made my Days as a Hands! yþ 
breadth, and mine Age is as nnthing before | +, 
tnce 5, ver ly every Man at bis beſt State is Va-| gf 

aity. Job 7. 7. O remember that my Life u | 
Wind. Iſa. 2.22, Ceaſe from Man whoſe Breath 
7s in his Noſtrils. James 4. 14, For what | By 
your Tife ? is it not a Papour, that a.peareth | 4, 
for a little Time, and then vaniſheth away? | 
Do you not ſee many about you dropping | 
away, one today, and another to morrow, | 
and a third the next Day ? why all, all theſe | b 
£0 to ſee things not ſeen. Many, Sirs, are | 
ſeeing theſe things to day, who ſaw them | x 
— 

| 
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| not Veſterday; a d mary '' +: {-e rem to 
Morrow who ate nor. yei |eei::z them to 


Day ; aad thiere are 5.t yea tew, a very 


'! few Days, aid there ſhall not be one of 


us who are here to Diy, but we ſtall be 


| landed on the Shore ot anſeen tf 11gs, to 
' ſee them tor ever, and never to ſce ſeen 
| things muvie. Pray think of this, if unſeen 
'| things were a gicat way off, a long while 
'| too; if there were ſome Ages or Ce tu- 
| ries to £0 OVerus e re we ſhould ſee them, 


why it were ſomething Þ talas, we know 
not, neither can we ſay, that there 1s ano- 
ther Year, another Weck, or another Day, 


'! between us and them; when we go out, we 
| may ſee them &re we come in again 3 and 
' when we come in, they may follow us at our 
; back, and come 1n ſight as we are fitting at 
: our Boards, or lying on our Beds : ſhall we 


not then take them into our Eye, and mind 
them? O if we would but weigh the Cer- 
tainty, the Concernment and Propinquity 
of theſe things not ſeen, how could we ever 
lay them out of our Eye ? 

5- Unſeen things are eternal. (1.) 
They are certain. (2.) They are momen= 
tous, (3.) They are unavoidable. (4.) They 
are near, and they are alſo eternal and un- 
changable, therefore it d: th unqueſtiona- 
bly concern us to look at them; it will be 
but a while ere they come into fight. Ay, 
but when once come into fight, they'l tar- 
ry eternally in ſight ; this is the Reaſon 


' 
| 9 {+ 
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the Apoſtle lays down here, why they| 


for 


looked not at ſeen but at unſeen things; ;i forg 


For the things which arc ſeen are temporal, tu. 
the things which are not ſeen are eternal, Here, 
my Beloved, we have the Difference be-! 
tween the ſeen things of this World, and! 
the unſeen things of the other World;| ] 
the ſeen are temporal, the unſeen are eter: 
nal:- a Differende that puts an infinite! 
Weight upon unſeen things, and make 
them of infinitely myre Concernment to w| 
than any. than all things that are ſeen. [| 
ſay, 1/t. The things whichare ſeen are but 
temporal; many have ſeen Health, and 


Peace, and Plenty, and Pleaſures, and Pros! 
ſperity, who are now gone from ſeeing | 


them, and mult never ſee them again: 


And ma ny have ſeen Want, and Labours,| 


and Travel, a Multiplicity and Variety of 
Troubles, who are alſo now gone from 
ſceing them, and ſhall never ſee them more.| 
And whatſoever we are now ſecing in this| 
World, whether of Comforts or Crolles, 
of Peace or T rouble, we muſt ſee them hut 
a while, and ſhall ſoon be ſailed out of their 
fight for ever. All theſe ſeen things are on- 
ly TeGoxatipa, for a ”m— :fon, as the ſame 
word Is rendred Heb. 11. 25. The Pleaſures 
of Sin for a Seaſon ;, he: a me as the ſame 
word, Mark 4.17. and have no Root in thems- 
ſelves, and ſo endure for a time; for a while, 


as Tat. 13.21. T hus ſeen things, whatever 
they are, are but for a ſeaſon, for a time, | 
for | 


ers 
qu1 
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hey! for a while 3 as Job 11.16. Becauſe thou ſhalt 
28;* forget thy Miſery, and-remember it as the Wa- 


ters that paſs awity, i.e. as that which is 


- quickly gone, and tha} never return again, 
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.* When ſudden and great Showers of Wa- 


ter fall, they make great Torrents and In- 
endations in Brooks and Rivers ; but theſe 


.| ſoon paſs away, and being once paſt they 


return no more. Why, on this faſhion the 
zodly Man's Miſery. 1s as Waters, and the 
ungodly Mars Proſperity is as. Waters ; 
and all theſe ſeen things are as Waters that 
paſs away. But now, 2dly. The things 
which are not ſeen are eternal and ever- 
laſting, not for a ſeaſon, -ora time, or a 
white, but for ever andever, for Eternity. 
The things not ſeen in Heaven are Eter- 


| nal: As, 


fadeth not away, 


1, There 1s Life, and this Lite 1s cter- 
nal; Aat. 25.46, But the Righteous into Life 
eternal. 

2. Salvation, and this Salvation is eter- 
nal; Heb. 5. 9. And being made perfect, he be- 
came the Author of eternal Salvation unto ail 
them that obey him. 

3. Inheritance, and this Inheritance 1s 
eternal; 1 Pet, 1.4. An Inheritance 1ncor- 
ruptivle, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 

4. ACrown, and this Crown 1s eternal ; 
1 Pet. 5. 4. And when the chief _—_— 
appear, ye ſhail receive @ Crown of Glory that 


5. A 
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5. A Kingdom, and this Kingdom is e- | 
ternal; 2 Pc. 1. 11. For an Entrance ſhall * 
be adminiſtred to you abundantly, into the ever. | 
laſting King dom of - our Lord and Saviour Je« | 
Jus Chriſt. 

6. Glory, and this Glory is eternal ; 
2 Cor. 4. 17. For our light Affliction which 
is but for a Moment, worteth for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. 

And the things not ſeen in Hell are eter- 
nal, as there is, 

1. A Pit, and this Pit is a bottomleſs 
"Pit; Rev. g. 1, 2. And the fifth Angel ſound- 
ed and I ſaw a Star falling from Heaven unto 
the Earth, and to him was given the Key of 
the bottomleſs Pit ,, and he opencd the bottoms 
leſs Pit, and there aroſe a Smoke out of the 
Pit, as the Smoke of a great Furnace. 

2aly. Damnation, and this Damnation 
is eternal; Mark 3. 29. But he that ſhall blaſ- 
pheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt, hath never For- 
grveneſs, but 1s in danger of eternal Damna- 
7100. 

3dly. DeſtruQaion, and this Deſtruction 
is eternal; 2 Theſſ. 1. 9. Who ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction from the 
Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory of his 
Power, 

4thly. Darkneſs, and this Darkneſs 1s 
eternal; Jude 1.. To wha 15 reſerved the 
Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever. 

(thly. A Worm, and this Worm 15 cter- 
nal; atk g. 44. Mhcoe the [Worm diet\ not. 


AY 
Ott.) 
- 


—_— 
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6thly. Fire, and this Fire 1s eternal ; 
Mat. 25. 41. Depart from me ye Curſed into 
everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, Wellthus Sirs, you ſee the Diffe- 


' rence between things ſeen and unſeen. 


———_ 


: (1.) Seen things are in continual Motion, 


unſeen things are immovable. {2.) Seen 


| things paſs away as Waters ſwiftly, unſeen 


things ſtand ſtill as Weks through all Ge- 
nerations. (3.) The things we ſee herein 
this World, we ſee them but for Hours, 
Days, Weeks, or Years, and then they are 
no more. The things we muſt ſee hereaf- 
ter in the other World, we ſhall ſee for 
ever. Now Time determines and puts an 
end to our ſeeing of all that comes ' into 
ſight; then Eternity will never determine 
or put any Period to what ſhall be in ſight. 
And this Duration, this Eternity of unſeen 
things, puts (as I have faid) an infinite 
Weight upon them, and makes them of in- 
finitely more Concerament to us than all 
ſeen things whatſoever. 1 fay again, there 
are many things that call on us to keep an 
Eye on unſeen things, the Certainty of 
them calls us to take them into our Eye, 
and the Greatneſs of them, and the-Una- 
voidableneſs of them, and the Nearaeſs of 
them; but this their eternal Duration above 
all renders them to us. as Objeas that we 
are moſt concerned to eye. Here in this 
World we regard and matter things very 
much according to the Duration and Con- 

| E tinuance 
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tinuance they are of. Things that are of | 
ſhort Continuance and ſoon gone, we make | 
no great reckoning of, whether great or 
{mall, good or evil. A Flower, if never 
ſo ſweet and beautiful, if paſſing Solomon in 
all his Glory, is not much valued, becauſe 
we know it's fading, and will ſhortly loſe 
bobh its Sweetneſs and Beauty. An Agye, 
thoit make all the Body tremble, yet it's 
not much regarded, becauſe it will have 
but a few Paroxiſms or Fits, and then be 
gone ;. but things that are durable and of 
long Continuance, we uſe to account of: 
Whether good or evil, their Duration 
makes them conſiderable in our Eyes; and 
ſhall we not then make a Matter of the un- 


ſeen things in the other World, that wil 
not only be of long and laſting, but of end- 
leſs and everlaſting Duration ? O then what 
will we mind or matter ? O Sirs, their E- 
ternity, their Eternity, Eternity makes 
them things to be look'd at before all tem- 
poral Matters : for eternitas in bonts infi- 
nitum bonum, - in mals infinitum maljum : 
This makes unſeen good things to be inf-| 
nitely good and deſirable, and-unſeen evil 
things to be infinitely evil and formidable. 
O think on this, if thou drop into Damnz- 
tion, there thou muſt ſee endleſs Woes and 
Wrath : If thou get to Heaven, there thou 
ſhalt ſee the Pleaſures that are for ever- 
more, Now doth 1t not concern thee t0 


think how thou mayſt come to an eyerlalt 
| ing 


ik am am Sc. ao... 
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ing Happineſs, how thou maylſt ſcape an 
everlaſting Miſery ? This may be another 
Ground of this Truth, the things not ſeen 
are interminable. And now | have don= 
with the 5th Particular in this Pont. -- 4 
endeavour'd to ſheyw you Why it is that «1-2 
muſt look at unſeen things; and you ice 
that the unſeen things are, (r.) Certain. 
(2.) Great, (3.) Unavoidahls. (4.) Near, 
(5-) Eternal. "Ang therefore upon all theſe 
Accounts it cannot but appear to us as a 


Reaſon, Faith or Fear, Underſtanding or 


E >» ':SER- 
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SERMON IV. 


ER 


——_ 


2 Cor. 4. 18. While we look. not at the| 


things which are ſeen, but at the things 


which are not ſeen; for the thing! 
e 


which are ſeen are temporal, but t 
things which are not ſeen are eternal. 


E now come to improve the Do- 
QArine, The firſt Uſe ſhall be 
, an Uſe of Information. Is it 


the great Duty and Concernment of Chri- 
ſtians to look at unſeen things ? Then we 
may hence learn what things they are, 

I. That our great Concernmentsare lying 
in; a Matter that few underſtand or take 


notice of as they ſhould, and therefore let! 


their Time, and Thoughts, and Cares, and 
Endeavours, run out on that that is not the 
Matter, the Buſineſs, that their great Con- 
eern lies in, but on by-Buſineſſes and incon- 
fiderable things, that are all nothing to 
the main. Pray Sirs, let us think of it, we 
are all buſy every day; one is planting, 
another 1s building, another is purchaſing, 


| 


another is trading, another is tilling z one 


Hy eg A raGffwKya 4 wow @ we aA Xx. 
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is doing this, another is doing that, and 
every Body upon the Matter 1s taken up 
with ſomething or other, of the things 
which are ſeen ; yet, alasSirs ! our great 
Matters, our great Concerns, lie neither 
in one or another of theſe ſeen things that 
are temporal, but in unſeen things which 
are eternal. Think on it Soul, to day, I 
ſay to thee, that whatever it 1s which thou 
art about, and moſt taken up with, amongſt 
things which are ſeen, this is not thy Mat- 
ter, this is not thy Buſineſs, thisis not thy 
Great Concern, thou haſt a greater Mat- 
ter, a greater Concernment than this to 
mind and tend, viz. thy future unſeen eter- 
nal Eſtate. Iſay, Soul, the thing is, what 
ſhall be thine eternal Condition, what thou 
ſhalt ſee in another World for ever. Thy 
great Concernments lie in the things that 
are yet out of {ight, This is one thing we 
may learn hence; and O that you would 
take it into your Thoughts, and ſay to your 
ſelves, where are we, what are we doing ? 
what is this we are buſying our ſelves 
about ? are we not out, and off our great 
Concernment? O our Matter is not, 
1, Where we dwell, what our Habitation 
is while among ſeen things, but where we 
ſhall take up our Lodging, and make our 
Abode when we are come to unſeen things. 
2, Nor how we are accommodated with 
Lands, Meat, Drink, Clothes, Money and 
other Convenicncies now while ſeen things 
E 3 are 
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are preſent, but how we ſhall be accommd- 
dated, what ſhall be our Portion, and 
where our Lines ſhall fall when we go to 
enter on and begin with things not ſeen, 
that we ſhall-never end with. 3. Nor 
who are our Neighbours, our Friends and 
Relations, that we are now living and ſo- 
Journing among, converſing and company- 
ing with, but who we muſt come to ſee, 
and be in Company of, and ſpend Eternity 
with, when we go to change ſcen Neigh- 
bours, Friends and Relations, for others 
that are yet unſeen : They are thus our un- 
{een things, and not our ſeen things, our 
eternal things, and not our temporal things, 
that are our great Concernments ;z our main 
Matters lie in Matters that are beyond all 
that our Eyes fee under the Sun. * Alas, 
Sirs, It's a common thing with many to 
fay, upon meeting with ſome ſmarting 
Croſs, or ſad Loſs in their Eſtates, Com- 
torts, or Relations, O now I am undone, 
| am quite broken ! and on the other fide, 
it they meet with any ſpecial Succeſs in any 
_ of their Matters, or compaſs any of their 
teligns according to their Deſire, to ſay, 
© now I am made, now I ſhall be happy ! 
But truly this is a great Miſtake, and you 
are much out when you ſay or think on this 
faſhion, for ſeen things can neither make 
you nor undo you, no body to this day was 
ever made or undone by them : they are 
unicen things that will be a making or un- 

doing 
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doing to you; the unſeen things of Death 
and Judgment,of Heaven and Hell, are the 
making and the undoing things ; and when 
theſe come in ſight, then you'l indeed be 
made, or undone, and that for ever. 

2. We may hence ſee that we have been 
and are a great way out of the way of our 
Duty many of us, it has been our Duty to 
be much in looking at unſeen things. O 
but, Sirs, have we not been littlein our 
lookings this way, and to theſe things ? 
Pray, Sirs, look a little back and take a 
ſerious review of what is paſt, and what 
you have been eying and minding all along, 
and then tell me if among the many things 
that you have look*d at, theſe unſeen things 
have not had the leaſt room 1n your Eye ; 
and then I fear there will be but few, very 
tew, exceeding few (if they'l deal truly) 
who muſt not confeſs that they have been 
very guilty in this particular. 

Alas, Sirs, not only our Rabble of pro- 
fane and diſſolute Perſons, or our Crouds 
and Companies of mere Worldlings have” 
been Strangers to the Practice of this Du- 
ty; but many that have looked towards 
Religion, have yet looked little towards 
this Duty : the Truth is, Sirs, there is lit- 
tle looking at unſeen things. O who 
almoſt, (1.) Puts a Price on theſe ? (2.) 
Who carries them in his Thoughts ? (3.) 
Who ſet them before them as their Mark 
and Aim? (4.) Who zoes after them. ? Or 

E 4 (5-) Who 
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(5-) Who is waiting with an earneſt ex- | 


pectation for them ? Alas, ſeen things ſtand 
detween us and unſeen things; and as they 
ſtand between us and unſeen things, ſo 
they come between us and looking at them ; 
we look but little over them, or behind 
them, This 1s another thing ; this Truth 
may convince a great many of us, that we 
are not looking the right Way, we are 
not looking at the right Object, or that 
which is our grand Concernment. Alas, 
Sirs, do we not Dine and Sup at our ac- 
cuſtomed Times, go to Bed and riſe at our 
Hours, Converſe and Commune one with 
another as we were wont, Trade, and 
Till, and tend our Occaſions and Matters in 
the World Day after Day ; but among all 
ſuffer Death to creep on us, Judgment to 
come towards us, and another World ap- 
proach and haſten everyDay,without taking 
them at all into our Eye, or looking at 
them on that manner that Matters of that 
Moment deſerve to be looked at ? Truly, 


Sirs, this Text and Truth ſpeaks enough to | 
ſhame us all : for where are the Men, the | 
Women, the Chriſtians, the Profeſſors 
Young or Old, in one Condition or ano- | 


ther, that can ſay, we look not at the things 
which are ſeen, but at the things which are 
not ſeen ? 

3- We may hence learn, that there 
are other things to be ſeen than thoſe that 


we have yet ſeen, or are ſeeing ; we have | 
not | 
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not ſeen all that we muſt ſee : it was Solo- 
01's Obſervation in his Time, that there 
was no new Thing under the Sun ; Ecclef. 
1.9. The Thing which hath been, is that 
which ſhall be, and that which is done, 1s 
that which ſhall be done, and there is no 
new thing under the Sun: q.d. All things 
in this World have in all Ages been” 
the ſame for Nature and Subſtance; there 
has been no Diverſity, Variety, and Na- 
velty, ſave in outward Circumſtances and 


AO of things; that that is now, 
Is 


ut the ſame o're again (in another dreſs) 
which has been afore, and that which ſhall 
be, will be no more but the ſarge ore a- 
gain which now is; and there is nothing 


new under the Sun. This he puts to Men 
that may ſeem otherwiſe minded, vie. to 
name the thing that may e new 3 


Ver. 10. Is there any thing whereof it may be 
ſaid, ſee, this is new? and then conſtantly 
affirms that it hath been in former time, 
bath been already of old Time, which was be- 
fore us, and only ſeems new to us becauſe 
length of Time, and ſhortneſs of Life have 
put it out of our remembrance, as they will 
alſo do things that now are out of the re- 
membrance of thoſe that are to come after : 
Ver. 11. There is no remembrance of former 
things ; neither ſhall there be any remembrance 
of things that are to come, with thoſe that ſhall 
come aſter, Thus there is no new thing, 
but a Circylar Reyolution and return of the 

E 5 ſame 
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ſame things in ſeveralAges, ſomethingdiver- 
{iry*d in their Circumſtances. Ay but there 
are new things above the Sun in the other 
World, things that have never been ſeen, 
norever ſhall be ſeen under the Sun; you and 
I have things to ſee that have not yet been 
{cen by usat any time. This is another thing 
we may learn hence; and O take notice of 
it every. one of you that are hearing 1r, 
both Saints, and Sinners; remember it you 
that fear God, and let it encourage you, 
you ſhall ſee other things than you are ſee- 
ing now from Day to Day in this Lite. 
(1.) Are you ſecing Creatures below your 
ſelves? you ſhall ſee your and their Crea- 
tor in his Glory and Majeſty. (2.) Are you 
ſeeing Men made in your own Form and 
Likeneſs, compallcd about with Infirmities, 
Corruptions, Temptations ? you ſhall ſee 
the Holy Angels, and come to an innume- 
rable Company of them. (3.) Are you ſee- 
ing Sinners running to exceſles of Riot, and 
living without God in the World ? you 
{hall ſee Glorious Saints ſtanding. be- 


CO 


fore the Throne, and ſerving God Day | 


and Night in his Temple. (4.) Are you | 


ſeeing Shame, and Reproach, and Con- 
tempt ? you ſhall ſee Glory, and Honour, 
and receive a Crown of Glory that fadeth 


not away. (5-) Are you ſecing Want, meet- | 


ing with Poverty, Neceſlitics, and Straits? | 
you ſhall ſee endleſs Fulneſs, a blefſed Coun- 


trey, where you ſhall never ſee Want of | 
any | 
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any thing again for ever. (6.) Are you ſee- 
ing Labours and Travel? you ſhall ſee ever- 
laſting Reſt. O, Sirs, you that are going 
for Heaven, have that to ſee that will make 
amends for all the Evil and Trouble you 
are now ſecing: Heaven, Heaven compre- 
hends all that Good that can poſſibly fall 
within the Compaſs of your Thoughts or 
Apprehenſions. And O remember this, 
you that forget God, you have a fine time 
of it (as you think) now, while you walk 
in the ways of your Heart, and in the ſight 
of your Eyes; and it were ſomething if 
you were never to ſce any thing but what 
you are now ſeeing. O but there are un- 
ſeen things, and you muſt ſee other things 
than thoſe you are now fceing from day 
today : You are now fſecing Peace, and 
Plenty,Pleaſurc and Proſperity : Ay,but you 
have Trouble and Wanr, Pain and Tor 
ment toſce, I pray think of it, you know 
the King of Babylon, when he was ſeeing 
the Pomp and Glory of his Royal Fealt, 
had ſomething” that: he never thought: of 
coming, into. his light, which put him under 
a great Contternation ; Dan. 5. 5, 6: Inthe 
ſame _ came forth Fingers of a Man's 
Hd, and wrote over ag a: 1jt the Candleſtick, 
upon the Plaiſter of the Wa! of toe King's Pa- 
lacs, and the King ſaw the part of the Hand 
that wrote. © Then the King's Conntenance was. 
changed, and his Thoughts troubled him, fo 
F24k the joints of bis Loins were Jooſed, and bis 
Knees. 
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Knees ſmote one againft another. And now 
this ſtrange, this ſudden Sight, marred all 
his Mirth and Muſick : Lords and Ladies, 
Crowns and Kingdoms could not relieve 
him ; but hisCountenance changed, his]Joints 
looſened, and his Knees ſmote one againſt 
another. Why, Sirs, this 1s your Caſe, 
your very Caſe this day; you are ſeeing 
your Comforts and Pleaſures, but have that 
to ſee that will marr all your Mirth for 
ever. O that you would conſider it this 
Day, if his Countenance was thus changed 
only upon ſeeing the Fingers of a Man's 
Hand writing over againſt him ; O then 
how will it be with you, when you have 
the bottomleſs Pit, and all the tremendous 
things therein coming into your ſight ? 
Well, Sirs, this is another thing you may 
learn hence; there are other things to ſee 
than are now ſeen. 


Second Uſe, of Reproof. Is it the great 
Duty and Concernment of all to look at 
unſeen things? then this may reprove 
thoſe, 

Firſt, Who look only at ſeen things, 
things which are in ſight, as the Gain, and 
Glory,and Pleaſures of this preſent World, 
but never look ſo far as another World, as 
unſeen things. And this is a very common 
thing many do on this manner : A great 
many mult ſay, (if they'll ſay the Truth, 
and their Practices ſay it for them every 


Day) | 
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Day) we look not at the things which are 
not ſeen, but at the things which are ſeen, 
Theſe are the things which we eye, and 
mind, and purſue, and are in travel after, 
early and late, how we may compalſs them, 
and come by them ; I fay, this is the com- 
mon Caſe of a great many : I fear there is 
no want of thoſe here to day, who do on 
this faſhion, that have ſomething or other 
in their eye of the things that are ſeen. 
Now if thou be one of them, I would tell 
thee, and pray thee conlider it, that this 
Courſe is a 


I, Bratiſh, 4. Fooliſh, 
2, Paganifh, £3 cours 
3. Faithleſs, 5. Ruining, 


1. This Courſe is a brutiſh Courſe, pro- 
per for Beaſts, who have only Senſe to lead 
them, but no Reaſon to guide them ; not 
at all becoming Men who are reaſonable 
Creatures. I ſay, it's the part of Brutes, 
who have no higher part than Senſe, only 
to look at ſeen and preſent things : thou 
degradeſt thy ſelf from the Degree and 
Excellency of a Chriſtian ; nay, thou de- 
gradeſt thy ſelf from the Degree of a Man, 
and putſt thy ſelf into the Form of a Beaſt, 
while thou lookſt only at ſeen things ; nay, 
thou throwſt thy ſelf below ſome Brutes in 
this, that being void of Reaſon, yet look 
further than only to what 1s juſt ſeen, and 
preſent. The filly Ant in Summer _ as 

as 
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far as Winter, Proy. 6. 6,7,8. and the 
Stork, Jer.8.7. knows its ſeaſon. And wilt 
thou be like the Beaſts ? nay, worſe than 
the Beaſts that periſh ? Shall the weak 
Ant, the poor Stork, the ſmall Crane, and 
the Turtle, and the Swallow, filly and 
contemptible Creatures, condemn thee ? 
What an Abſurdity, what a Shame is this? 
W har haſt thou Reaſon for, if thou wilt 
make no uſe of it, nor diſtinguiſh thy ſelf 
by it in thy Practice from a Beaſt, when 
God hath by giving it to thee, diſtinguiſh*d 
thee from them in thy Being ? Pfal. 8. 6. 
Thou madeſt him have Dominion ovey the 
IWorks of thy Hands, toon haſt put all things 
under his Feet. 

2, This Courſe 1s a Paganiſh Courſe : it 
thon wert a very Pagan, one oi the worſt 
of the Heathens, and among a Nation of 
Barbarians, thon couldſt but doon this Fa- 
ſhion. Mat. 6. 32. For afgcx-mit Thoſe things 
do the Gentiles ſeek : After theie preſent 
things, and after theſe ſeen things, theſe 


Poor Pazans who are cither wholly 19no- | 
rant, and know nothing of theſe unſeen | 


things, or at beſt have but very dark and 


imperfect Apprehentions of them, and do | 


but give a faint and weak Aſjent to them, 
are taken up with, and acquieice in ſeen 
things : and ſhall there be no Difference ? 
Shall Chriſtians who differ fo far from 
Pagans in Profeſſion, agree- with them in 


Practice ? Shall Chriſtians now juſtify lea | 
thens, | 
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thens, and Heathens hereafter condemn 
Chriſtians ? How great will that Condem- 
nation be ? O think of this you that never 
look further than you can ſee with Eyes of 
Fleſh; what a foul and groſs thing is it, 
that you who have the Goſpel, the lively 
Oracles of the living God, plain, open, 
Noon-day Diſcoveries of unſeen things, 
of unſeen things that are ſo great, ſo un- 
avoidable, ſo near and Eternal, ſhould as 
the Gentiles only look at ſeen things ? 

3. This Courſe is a faithleſs Courſe, TI 
know that yow'l profeſs to have Faith, and 
ſay, that you are Believers : but pray, Sirs, 
what have you Faith for, or what uſe make 
you of it? Is not Faith the Evidence of 
things not ſeen ? Doth it not lead to look 
at things not ſeen? Why, verily this is 
the Work of Faith, the Office of Faith : and 
therefore while you only look thus at 
things ſeen, and make them your, Matters 
and Marks, 'yon do proclaim your ſelves 
to be Men and Women void of Faith. 
O theres hardly a greater Argument of 
Infidelity than this; any thing that doth 
more ſpeak Perſons to. be very Infidels than 
this ; I would you would think of it. If 
you had but Faith as a Grain of Muſtard- 
ſeed, there would be ſome looking beyond 
things that are in ſight. * And ſurely Sirs, 
if you be a faithleGs Generation now, you 
jhall be a ChriſtleG and Heavenleſs Gene- 
ration to Eternity. 

4 This 
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4- This Courſe is a fooliſh, a very foolifh 
Courſe; this is another, it's brutiſh, and it's 


alſo fooliſh : for pray what are theſe ſeen | 


things that you are ſctting in your Eye ? 
they are but, 

1/t, The Footſtool of God; Iſa. 66. 1, 
The Earth ws my Foctſtool. Sirs, all the 
Crowns, Thrones, Scepters, Robes, and 
other great things of the World, are but 
the Footſtool of the God of Heaven. W hat- 
ever thou lookſt on, and art ſet on here un- 
der the Sun, why it's but a piece of God's 
Footſtool ; it's but what he puts and keeps 
under his Feet; and wilt thon ſet thine 
Heart on that he ſets his Feet on ? What is 
Folly if this be not, to negle&t looking after 
a Place before the Throne of God, only to 
gather. up and fill thy Boſom with ſome 
Chips of his Footſtool, when and while 
thou haſt as fair an Opportunity for that as 
for this? None but Children and Fools 


would take up with painted Pebbles when | 
they have pure Gold before them. What | 
are they that chuſe to lie at the Footſtool, | 
when there 1s open way of aſcending before | 


the Throne ? 
2dly. This World is the Walk of the 
Devils, where God permits the Devil to 
have his Rounds frem one Generation to 
another ; Job 1..7. And the Lord ſaid unto 
Satan, From whence comeſt thou ? and Satan 
anſwered the Lord, and ſaid, From going to 
and fro in the Earth, and from walking up and 
al down 
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down 11 it, This is Satan's Walk, and here 
he walks not as an idle Spectator, but as a 
buſy Tempter and Deſtroyer, making it 
his continual Buſineſs to ſeduce, blind, har- 
den, enſnare Men, and make them both as 
bad and as miſerable as himſelf. 1I ſay, the 
Earth is his Walk, and ſeen things in it are 
his Baits, his Snares, his Tools, whereby 
he deſtroys hundred thouſands of Souls : 


yea, while we look at ſeen things, reſt in 


ſeen things, content our ſelves with our 
ſeen things, he walks among them, and 
can in a Moment (if God but looſe his 
Chain) turn us out of all our ſeen things, 
as we may ſee in Jobs Caſe; Job 1.6, 7. 
And the Lord ſaid unto Satan, Bchold, he is 
in thine Hand, but ſave his Life, So went 
Satan forth from the Preſence of the Lord, 
and ſmote Job with ſore Boils, from the ſole 
of his Foot unto his Crown, &Cc. 

3dly. Seen things are the World's Porti- 
on, the Cruſt that God caſts out to Dogs, as 
Luther ſaid of the Turkiſh Empire. Job g. 
24. The Earth is given into the Hand of the 
Wicked : he ſuffers them to have a poſleſ- 
ſion and uſe of the things thereof, and re- 
ſerves nothing of the things of the Earth 
from them, as things they may not ſhare 
in; what canſt thou name of the things here, 
that Wicked Men of the World have nor 
had ? The Apoſtle reduceth the things that 
are in the World, that are ſeen, to three 
Heads, 1 John 2. 16. The Luſt of the _ 

$, 


go AJaviſible Realities the Real 


the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life; 
1. e. Pleaſures, Poſleſſions, Honours : Now 
all theſe are the World's Portion, and 
Wicked Men have had a Fulneſs of them. 
(1.) Pleaſures; James 5.5. Ye have }ived in 
Pleaſure on the Earth, ſays the Apoltle, 
ſpeaking to wicked Men. (2.) Poſleſſions 
Job 21.13. They ſpend their Days in Wealth. 
Pſal. 73. 7. Their Eyes ſtand out with Fatneſs, 
they have more than Heart could wiſh. (3.) 

Preferments; Dan. 4. 17. The Moft High 
ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to 
whomſoever be will, and ſc treth up over it the 
baſeſt of Men. Wicked Men have all aiong 
had, and have ail theſe. O Sonl, the things 
thon now ſee/ſt, even the fineſt, and faireſt, 
and fulleſt of them, are but things that 
many a Man has had, who is now in Hell, 
and things that many have who muſt never 
come to Heaven, (1.) Is it a fine Houſe that 
thy Eyeis on? many a one has dwelt ina 
ine Houſe, who is now dwelling in Dark- 
neſs. (2.) Is it fine Clothes thou look atk, 


liow thou mayſt go Gallant, and be all in 


the Mode ? Why, alas, many that have 
been clothed in Purple and fine Linen, 
and decked with all manner of Ornaments, 
are now ſwimming naked in Rivers of 
Fire and Brimſtone. (3.) Is it great Poſ- 
ſeſſions thou art looking at, Houſes, Lands, 
Treaſures? why many a one hath laid 

Houſe 'to Houſe, and Field to Field, and 


Heap to Heap, that now lack a drop of 
Water. 
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Water. Now is it not a fooliſh Courſe to 
look only at, and keep an Eye on that 
which 1s no better than the Portion of 
the World, of the Men that muſt never 
come to Heaven ? What thinkſt thou of it ? 
art thou doing wiſely, while thou art go- 
ing after nothing but what's ſeen, when 
there's nothing of that that's ſcen, but 
God allows it to thoſe that are going for, 


'and mult to Hel] ? 


4thly. Seen things are the Subject of 
God's-Curſe ; this was laid upon theſe ſeen 
things as foon as Man was fallen. Gen. 3. 
17. Curſed is the Ground for thy ſake; the 
Ground, that is, a!l this vitible World, 
for toy. ſake, fropter te, 1. e. propter pecca- 
tym tuum., vel quod attiact ad te (Pilcator.) 
Under this Curſe it lies to this Day, to the 
Men of. the-Earth, and- with this it comes 
accompanied to: their Door. (1.) Their. 
Treaſures: carry a ſecret Curſe in them. 
(2.) Their Poſteſſions have a Curſe reſting 


090 tiiein. Prov. -3.:33. The Curſe of the 


Lord is 19 the Houſe of the Wicked, Theſe 
ſeen things are left” to be as Fuel to their 
Luſts, as "Food to their Pride; and Cove- 
touſneſs, and Luxury, as Snares to their 
Souls. Now, Sirs, is it not a fooliſh thing 
for Men to ſet their Eye on nothing: but a 
Babyloniſh Garment, an Achan's Golden 

Weds, an accurſed thing ? 
5thly. Seen things are Fyel prepared for 
Burning, combuſtible Stuff that __ 
ay 
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day will make anend of; all theſe things 
that are now ſeen, are things that muſk 
all be burnt up before our Eyes. 2 Pet. 3. 
7. The Heavens and the Earth which are now, 
are reſerved unto Fire againſt the Day of 
Judgment. Ver. 10. The Earth alſo, and 
the Works that are therein ſhall be burnt up, 


Thus all theſe ſeen things are kept for Fire, | 


a Fire is kindling in their Bowels that 
will turn them into cold Aſhes; think on 
this pray, a Fire is coming, a Fire is coming 
upon all the Gain of the World ; a Fire is 
coming upon all the Glory of the World; 


a Fire is coming upon all the Poſſeſſions of | 


the World; a Fire is coming upon all the 
Habitations of the World, nothing ſhall 
be left, nothing ſaved, not a penny of thy 
Money, not a Stick or Stone of thy Houſe, 
not a Foot of thy Land. _— 

Well, this is a fourth thing ; this Courſe 
| Is a fooliſh Courſe, for all theſe ſeen things 
are but the Footſtool of God, the Devils 
Walk, the World's Portion, the Subject of 
God's Curſe, Fuel for the Fire at Doomſ- 
day; and is it not a very poor ſorry Bn- 
fineſs, for Men and Women then to look 
no further than theſe, no further than the 
Footſtool? O that Men ſhould fo far loſe 
themſelves, is both ſad and ſtrange ! 

5. This is a ruining and an undoing 
Courſe, many haye been undone by it ; and 
K's marked out as a way to Perdition, 
Phil. 3. 18, 19. (For many walk, of whom [ 


have 


me (Reg mw gn mmg Accu» HH CQO 3 =-© 


waking provigion for our Souls. 


Chriſtian's greateft Concery. 03 


bave told you often, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are the Enemies of the Croſs 
of Chriſt ; whoſe End 1s Deſtruftion, whoſe 
God ts their Belly, and whoſe Glory is in their 
Shame, who mind earthly things) : Here the 
Apoſtle ſhews, that there were many who 
were walking towards Deſtruction, and 
whoſe Way would end therein, And he 
doth further particularly name ſeveral ſorts 
of them 3 and among the reſt you ſee this 
ſort of Perſons are one, who mind earthl 
things, who are wile about earthly things. 
Thus minders-(1 pray you take notice of 
it) of earthly things are marked for De- 
ſtruction ; that is, ſuch as only look after, 
are buſy about, taken up with, and aim at 
theſe Preſents and Viſibles. O, Sirs, this 
looking at ſeen things, is the loſing of the 
Soul and unſeen things for ever. It was a 
Saying that Sir Thomas Moore uſed, There + 
is a Devil called Negotium, Buſineſs, that 
carrieth more Souls to Hell, than all the Devils 
im Hell beſides. O this Buſineſs, this mind- 
ing of earthly things, this looking at ſeen 
things, undoes thouſands. Sirs, if you 
could ſpeak with many now in Hell, and 
ask them what was their undoing ? they 
would ſurely tell you it was this: O this, 
this was our ruin. 

(1.) We were thinking what we ſhould 
eat, and drink, and wherewithal we ſhould 
be clothed, when we ſhould have been 


(2.) We 
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(2.) We were plodding for Poſterity, 
when we ſhould have been preparing for 
Eternity. 

(3.) We wer? ſurveying our Eſtates, 
when we ſhould nave been looking into our 
Hearts, 

(4.) We were caſting how to drive on 
our Bargains, to contrive our Bulineſs, and 
compaſs our Ends, when we ſhould have 
been working out our Salvation. And 
theſe, theſe things were our undoing ; While 
we were thus buſy, early and late, about 
Earth, we loſt Heaven. When 'we were 
in the World, we minded ſeen things, we 
loved ſeen things, we were ſet on ſeen 
things; and when we came to leave the 
World, God told vs we had that which 
we choſe : this would be the Language of 
many a Soul! And now, Sirs, will you 
take the way that many have met with ruin 
In, that is marked as a way to Deſtrudi- 
on * | 

This is the firſt Word by way of Re- 
proof, to thoſe who look only at ſeen 
things, at things which are in ſight. You 
ſee it is a Brutiſh, a Paganiſh, a Faithleſs, a 
Fooliſh, an Undoing Courſe : Will you con- 
tinue in ſuch a Courſe ? will you follow 
Pagans and Brutes.? will you live as Men 
without Faith and without Knowledg ? 0 
learn this Leſſon, this Duty, to look not 
at the things which are ſeen, but at the 
things which are not ſeen, 

| Secondly, 
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Secondly, Thoſe are to 2 reproved by this 
Doctrine, who live as if :here were no un- 
ſeen things, no Judgment to come, no . 
Heaven, no Hell, nothi1g but what is 


"ſeen, and what is preſent. My Beloved, 


there are multitudes of thzſe ta our Day : 
you ſhall not meet with many who will ſay, 
there are no unſeen things. But as one 
ſaith, Impuriſhma & profaniſſima illa vita 
quam maxima pars hominum ſeFatur, perſpi- 
cue indicat quod non ſentiant eſſe vitam poſt 
hanc. They live juſt as if they had no 
more to do, than to rant, and drink, and 
roar, and. revel, and die, and fo an End 
of all for ever; or as if they had nothing 
to do, but rake as much as they can of the 
World together, whether by Right or 
Wrong, and then die; behind which there 
is nothing, My Friends, are any of you 
of this Make of Perſons, ſuch as are lying 
in Wickedneſs, as giving your ſelves up to 
Profaneneſs ? Pray tell me, what have you 
thought, what are you thinking of? Have 
you ever thought, or do you ever think in 
earneſt of unſeen things, or that there are 
any unſeen things ; that there is any ſuch 
thing as a Judgment to come, or a Hell 
that the Wicked are to be turned into? I 
ſay, what do youthink? Are there any 
unſeen things, or are there not? If you 
ſay that there are, and be perſwaded that 
there are things out of ſight,as you are told 
of, and as haye been hinted to you — 

Tils 
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this Subject, then how can you, dare you 
live on ſuch a faſhion? Do you believe 
that the Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed from Hea- 


ven, with his mighty Angels, in flaming, 


Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know 
ot God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt ;, who ſhall be puniſhed with 
everlaſting DeſiruFion from the Preſence of 
the Lord, and from the Glory of bus Power ? 
as you have it 2 Theſſ.1.7,8,9. Do you be- 
lieve that the Kings of the Earth, and the 
great Men, and the rich Men, and the chief 
Captains, and the mighty Men, and every 
Bond-man, and every Free-man, ſhall bide 
themſclves in the Dens, and in the Rocks of 
the Mountains ,, and ſay to the Mountains 
and Rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the 
Face of him that ſitteth on the Throne, and 
from the Wrath of the Lamb : For the gveat 
Day of bus Wrath 1s come, and who ſhall b! 
able to ſtand ? Rev. 6.15,16, 17. Do yol 
believe that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God ? nor Fornicators, 10 
Idolaters, nor Adultereys, nor Effeminate, wor 
Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, nt 
T bieves, nor Covetous, nor Drun':ards, not Re- 
vilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the King- 
dom of God ? 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. Do you be- 
Leve that the Fearful, Unbelieving and Ab 
mmmable, and Murderers, and Whoremongers, 
and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all Liars, 
fhall bave their part in the Lake which burneth 
with Fire and Brimplone ? Rev, 21, 8, Why 
> EE | theg 
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then you muſt believe alſo, Sirs, that you 
are by theſe your doings, undoing your 
ſelves, damning your ſelves, ſinking your 
ſelves to Hell for ever. You mult believe 
there is a time a coming on you, when 
yowl be put to cry to the Mountains and 
Rocks to fall on you, when you muſt be 
excluded from an eternal weizhr of Glo- 
ry, and lie down in everlaſting Flames. 

And if you ſay, or think there are no 
unſeen things, you'l be ſadly ditappointed 
agd deceived, for (as you have here ſen) 
they are both ſure and unavoidable, and al- 
ſo near unto you ; and it's bur a while and 
you will ail be convinced, (and that 6e- 
yond any pollibility of ever making a que- 
ſtion of it again to Eternity) that Death 
is not the End of all things with you, that 
all's not done when the Body fails in- 
to the Duſt, but that there's then a Segin- 
ning, a beginning that ſhail never have 
ending, of thinzs that now are out of 
ſight : pray think of it; and as you would 
not ſee everlaſting Sorrows, everlait- 
ing Weepings, everlaſting Damration, 
break with your preſent Courſes, and live 
as thoſe that look for the coming of things 
unſeen, 
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SERMON YV. 


2 Cor. 4. 18. White we look not at the 
things which are ſeen, but at the things 


which are not ſeen; for the — 
which are ſeen are temporal, but th 
things which are not ſeen are eternal. 


that have made Religion ther 

Buſineſs more than others, that 
they have not made this their Buſineſs more, 
been no more careful, 

(1.) Inlooking at unſeen things ; (2.) In 
aiming at; (3.) In ſeeking of; (4.) In 
following after ; (5.) In clearing their Ti- 
tle to the unſeen things of Heaven and 
Glory. 

Alas, Sirs, this is verily a Fault among 
Chriſtians, we are much in looking at ſeen, 
but we are little in looking at- unſeen 
things, That you may not live in this Ne- 
glect, but be more in looking this way, 
pray conſider, 

1, That you are not much concerned to 


Thirdl TJ: may reprove Chriſtians, thoſe 


look after ſeen things, for they are but 
Tgcce 
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Teocraipg, they 1 not laſt as long as Eter- 
nity laſts; nay, they'l not reach another 
World, not go one ſtep with you in ano» 
ther World : As ſoon as ever you are pailed 
into another World, The former things are 
paſſed away, Rev. 21. 4. 2. e. all the things 
that are preſent, both good and bad : none 
of the 111 things of the preſeat World 
will follow the Saints into another World ; 
nor will any of the good things of the 
preſent World, follow Sinners into ano- 
ther World : Seen things lalt but a while, 
reach but a little way, 

2, Unſcen things are the beſt things, 
better than any thing thats ſeen; weigh 
what you will againſt them, and you'l fiad 
they can bear no weight with the things of 
Heaven, AS, 

(1.) If you weigh againſt them Riches, 
Gold, Silver, all the Treaſures of Dark 
neſs, and hidden Store of ſecret Places, 
yet they?l all be inconliderable, and as- 
mount to nothing, leſs than a Drop of Wa- 
ter to the Ocean, than a lump of Lead to 
a Mountain of Pearl ; they are things of no 
worth in Heaven, things that have no place 
i-Heaven : It's a Country ( as the Martyr 
ſaid) where Money bears no maltery, 
where that that goes here for Hundreds 
and Thouſands, will not go for Pence and 
Farthings. 

(2.) And if you weigh againft them Ho- 
nours, and Powers, and Greatnels, why 

F 2 as 
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as little is there in them to bear any pro- 
portion with the things of Heaven ; add 
theſe to the former, and put both toge- 
ther (viz. all the Treaſtres, and all the 
Crowns and Kingdoms under Heaven) in 
the Ballance with the Crown and Kingdom 
of Heaven, and they”l be leſs than little to 
them. 

(3.) If you weigh Pleaſures againſt 
them, you ſhall ſtill find they weigh no- 
thing ; add theſe to the two former, even 
all the Delights of the Sons of Men, and 
put all three together in the Ballance with 
the unſeen things of Heaven, and they will 
be of no weight; unſeen things are the 
belt things, there is no worth in Riches to 
the Riches of Glory, there is no weight in 
Crowns to the. Crown of (Glory, there is 
no ſweetneſs in Pleaſures to the Pleaſures, 
the Rivers of Pleaſures at Gods right 
Hand. 

3. Nothing ſhort of unſeen things is of 
any moment, or worth locking at ; unſeen 
things are not only the beſt things that you 
or I can look ar, but there is nothing elſe 
v-e can look at that is of any moment. 
The Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of ſeen things, 
ufeth moſt diminiſhing Terms, he calls 
\Wealth tick Clay, Hab. 2. 6. Wo to him 
tvat lagdcth himſelf with thick Clay, The 
Duſt of the Earth, Amos 2, 7. They pant 
after the Duſt of the Earth, Wind, Eccleſ. 
5. 16, What Profit hath he that hath _— 
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for the Wind? Graſs, and the Flower of 
the Graſs, James 1, 11, The Sun 15 nv ſooner 
riſen with a burning Heat, but it withcrcth the 
Graſs, and the Flowcr thereof falleth, and the 
grace of the faſhion of it perifheth - ſo alſo 
ſhall the rich Man fade away in his Wars. 
He ſtiles Power, and Pomp, and Glory, 
Fancy, Ad@Gs 25. 23. The whole Warld 
a Surface, an Out-lide, an empty Shadow, 
1 Cor. 7.31. For the Faſhion of this Worid 
paſſeth away. A vain ſhew, Pal. 39. 6. 
Surely every Man walketh in a vain ſhcw. On 
this faſhion the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks of theſe 
ſeen things; and ſurely on this faſhion, 
they who are ſeeing unſeen things, are 
thinking of ſecn things to day ; the beſt, 
the greateſt, the choiceſt of them, are but 
Clay, and Duſt in their Eyes. Alas, I:ok 
but on ſeen things in the Glaſs of Scripture, 
and you'l ſee there is nothing in i17ht ther 
deſerves to be look'd at; they are either 
unſeen things, or nothing that you mult 
make your Object, Eccle/. 1. 2, 3. 

4. All your Happineſs lies in things un- 
ſeen. Thoſe Grecians loſt the Comfort of 
their Lives, (faith the Hiſtorian) who ſaw 
not Alexander fit in Darius Throne. I 
may ſay, thoſe loſe the Comfort of their 
Lives, that dowt lift up their Minds to 
the high things belonging to the heavenly 
Throne, Nift ad bac admitterer, noa fucrat 
oper pretium naſei, Alas, there is no true 
and folid Happineſs to be had in ſeen 

Ty things ; 
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things; all the things that are under the 
great Vault of Heaven, and on this ſide 
the Sun and Moon, (how fair foever they 
look) are but the droſly part (as we fay) 
of God's Creation: Like the Goats-hair 
and Badgers-skins on the Tabervacle with- 
out, that was overlaid with Gold within; 
Gold within, and Skins without ; ſo, I ſay, 
theſe ſeen things are but very ſorry things, 
poor Shadows, empty Vanities, broken 
Ciſtcrns ; nothing to unſcen things, no- 
thing that can make us happy. 

5. Your unalterable and unchangeable 
Happineis lies in unſeen things, not in any 
thing that is in ſight. It's true, ſometimes 
ſeen things may have ſuch a kind and fa- 
vourable Aﬀpcct towards you,as may tempt 
you to ſay as David once, Pſal. 30. 6, 7. 
That your Mountain is made to ſtand 
ſtrong, ard yon ſhall never be moved. But 
as he was preſently convinced of his Miſ- 
take, fo will you find yours; for, alas, this 


World is the Stage of Changes and Revo- | 


Intions, whercin all things are on a W heel 
and in motion, (1.) The Sun riſes and ſets; 
(2.) Seas ebb and flow ; (3.) Winds riſe and 
fall;(4.)Riversrun Day and Night; (5.)Ci- 
ties and Kinzdoms are upand down ; (6.) 
Perſons and Familics are coming vp and go- 
ing down ; (7.) Rich and Poor are mect- 
ing. 1 Sam. 2. 4, 5. The Bows of the Migh- 
ty are Lroken, and they that ſtumbled are girt 
with ftrenzth, They that were full, have m ott 
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themſelves for Bread ;, and they that were hun= 
gry, ceaſed : ſo that the Barren hath born ſe- 
ven, and ſhe that hath many Children is waxed 
feeble. Alll things are (as we ſay) on their 
Feet, none can fit or lie; ſome go back- 
ward, ſome go forward : it were endleſs 
to enumerate the Changes that are acted 
every day upon the Stage of this World ; 
here is no conſtancy, no ſtabilicy in any 
thing, this is only to be found above in the 
unſeen World, and there all things are 
unchangeable and unalterable for ever. 
(1.) God the Portion and Happineſs of 
his Choſen, is unchangeable; (2.) Angels 
unchangeable; (3.) Saints unchangeable z 
(4.) The heavenly Manitons unchangenble ; 
(5.) The Riches of Glory ; (6.) The Joy in. 
God's Preience ; (7.) The Pleaſures at his 
right Hand, are tor evermore ; here vii de 
an unchangeable vnalterable State of leſt 
and Happineſs, without any Flux or Re- 
flux, Change or Variation, for ever. O 
therefore Chriſtians, check your ſelves that 
you have not looked, that you are not look- 
ing more at unſeen things, and longing 
more to come unto the ſeeing of them. Ir's 
reported of great Ariſtotle, that he ſhould 
fay when he was dying, I rejoice that I am 
now going out of a World of Contraries. How 
much more may the ſerious Chriſtian re- 
joice, to think of going out of a World oft 
Contraries, and off a Stage of Changes, to 


unchangeable Bleſſedneſs ? 
F 4 The 
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The third Uſe, is a Uſe of Exhortation, 
Is it the great Part, Duty, and Concern- 
ment of Chriſtians to look at unſeen things? 
then it may be for Exhortation to Chriſtt- 
ans, in theſe three things. 

Firſt, Look at and fix your Eye on unſeen 
things, this is the firſt. Chriſtians, be per- 
{waded to look at things which are not 
ſeen, above, beyond, and palt all that is 
now in ſighr, over all that is prefent, to the 
future and unſeen Death and Judgment, 
Heaven and Hell, that are yet out of ſight, 
yet unſeen. Conſider, this looking at un- 
teen things will be of very great Advantage 
to you on many ACCOUnts: ; It's your Duty,as 
von have ſeen, and it will be your Gain and 
tor your Good, as you may ſee,if you conſi- 
acr thee ſeven or eight things : this looking 
&t unſeen things will help very much, 

#0 mortify Your Hearts to ſeen 
£1723, to the World and the things there- 
of,  Secn things arc full of Snares, the 
\\orld has been the Deſtruction of a world 
@©t Souls; it's a bleſſed thing to have a 

jjcart that is looſe from, and dead to it: 
Any thing that tends to Var tr, and keep the 
Heart and the World aſunder, deſerves 
72 have a Room and Place in our Hearts, 
Tow nothing is more ſovereign in this Cale, 
than a cloſe and conſtant practice of this 
propoic d _— a looking at unſeen things, 
e£termts inihianti in faſiidio ſunt omnia tran- 


ſitoria ; 
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ſTtoria ;, He that looks at unſeen eternal 
Things, will make light of ſeen temporal 
Things ; this will take Aﬀections off things 
below, up to things above. It's ſaid, that 
the great Cities of Campania ſeem but ſmall 
Cottages, to them that ſtand on the top of 
the Alps : So truly all the great and fpect- 
ous, and precious things of the World, that 
ſo many Eyes admire, and ſo many Hearts 
dote on, all the Thro!: nes, Crowns, Plca- 
ſures, Profits, Beauties. Braveries, and 
Glorics of this W orld, ſeem but little ra 
them that have an Ez clooki 7 at that with- 

in the Vail. If you look but a little upon 
the Sun, why when you look down again. 
upon the Earti, you ny ſcarce for a time 
ſee any thing of ail th e thi 22S about you z 
the Light and Beaut ty of 1 hat which You 
have ſeen, makes theie things dilappear : 
Why fo, a looking at unſeen hind wil 
hugely darken and leſſen feen things in ovr 
Eye, and make that we ſhall ſee little in 
them to be much fet by. Sore V/riters 
fay. that after Zaza was raiſed from the 
Dead, he was never icen to Smile, or make. 
any matter of the Matters of the Vorld 1 
he had ſeen that which did keep is Heart 


dead to theſe things, as Por and worth- 
leis. My Beloved, if-we mizht fappoſe, 


thir ſome of the Saints now in Heaven 
ſhould he ſent back 220M to vs 10. this 
World, wanat would they d Og 105 Won! 
they look on all theſe things ? No yo"! 

t'5 think. 
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think they'd be taken with them, or preſs 
after them? (1.) Would they fall in 
love with your Houſes, or Ficlds, or 
Gardens ? (2.) Would they {et by your 
Gold and Silver? (3.) Would they make 
any thing of that you make moit of? 
Surely, no, the whole World would be 
no other than a Wilderneſs to them; 
they that tread the Sun, the Moon, and 
the Stars under their Feet, wou!:! ſurely 
trample all that is ſpecious in the Earth 
under their Feet as fo much i2ung. Andas 
they would make nothing, fo furc:y Chri- 
ſtians (who are going to ſhare with them) 
would make leſs than ordinarily they do 
of all ſeen things, if they loo}:ed but more 
to unſeen things, to the Place and Poſleſ- 
tons of the Saints in Light, Wouldft thou 
be accompanied with a mortified Heart to 
the World; (1.) To the Luſts of the 
World; (2.) To the Pleaſures of the 


World; (3.) To the greatneſs of the | 
World; (4.) To the Gain; (5.) Tothe| 
Glory of the World ? then look, look at | 


unicen things. 
2. It will help to make you Content in 


every Condition, (this another) and with | 


ivhatſoever is your Portion in this World. 


The Holy Apoſtle had his Converſation in | 


Heaven; Philip. 3. 20. For our Converſgs 
tion is in Heaven © And had learned, Chap. 
4.11, in wifſoever ſtate he was, therewith 
to be Content= His Converſe with Hea- 


ven, | 
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ven, had taught him to be Content with 
his Condition on Earth. O Sirs, believing 
views of the things above, that a Believer 
is going to, are enough to make a Chriſti- 
an ſay, when in the worſt, moſt needy and 
wanting outward Condition in the World, 
with David, Pſal. 16.6. The Lines are 
fallen to me in pleaſant Places, yea, I have 
a goodly Heritage « yonder's better Coun=- 
trey, where there is no Curſe, no Night, 
no Hunger ; yonder Inheritance that is in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away ; yonder Kingdom, Crown, and 
weight of Glory will make amends for all. 
Wants are now hanging on me, but I ſhall 
want nothing wnen I am come to my Fa- 
ther's Houſe, to the new Heavens, and the 
new Farth, to the pure River of the Wa- 
ter of Life, and to the Tree of Life in 
the midſt of the Paradiſe of God ; all will 
be well in the World to come, andI ſhall 
have enongh when I am called to the Mar= 
riage-Supper of the Lamb, and brought ta 
cat and drink continually at his Table in 
his Kingdom. 

I remember Jerome, comforting a young 
Hermite that was ſad, bade him look up to 
Heaven, @ Paradiſum mente deambulare, 
and ſays he, tamdiu in Eremo non Cris : So 
may I fay to you that fear God, when you 
arein a Wilderneſs, when Wants are on 
you, and diſcontented Paſltons are ready to 
Tiſe, then look up to Heaven, look at nn- 

icen 
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ſeen things, and ſo long you'l not be dif- 
content ; the Thoughts of ſeeing God, and 
following the Lamb whitherſoever he go- 
eth, will be enough to make you at Peace 
witth your preſent States. 

3. It wilt help to leſſen all the Loſſes of 
the Wands, and of ſeen things. The be- 
lieving Fcbrews did not only bear the ſpoil- 
ing of their Goods, but took it joyfully, 
Heb.10.34.But how came it to be thus ? how 
came they to take this ſo chearfully, that 
has broken the Heart of many a one in 
the World ? Why their Eyes were looking 
upwards as tiigh as Heaven, and the things 


of Heaven took away their Diſcontent ; 


knowing in your ſelves that you bave in Hea- 
ven a bitter and an enduring Subſtance. Mark, 
their Eye, the Eye of Faith and Hope was 
on the Eternal Riches in Heaven's keeping 
for tliem ; and this was their Encourage- 
ment, this made them, non modo agquts ante 
21s ſed etiam Iatis, to take their Loſſes. 
Do Loſſes come upon me ? do I loſe this, 
and that, and the other Comtort and En- 
joyment ? why, while I Iook at things not 
icen; (1.) I fee I ſhall not need them. (2.) 
I ſee I ſhall have better in the Room of 
them. (3.) { ſce I ſhall have Comfort that 
v1ll nor be Joſable. \When the Damnites had 
taken away A7cai?s Idols, and Prieſt, he 
cries out atter them, Judg es 18, 24. What 
have I move ? that 1s, (as tho he had ſaid) 
Foy hare t2ten all, yon have left me nc 
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thing : thus it may be with a carnal Per- 
ſon, he may loſe this to day, and that to 
morrow, and ſo on till it come to this, 
what have I more ? Ay, but it can never 
come to this with a gracious Perſon, let 
Loſſes come on him as thick and as faſt as 
on Job; yet after, and at the End of all, 
he can look up and ſay, I have a Treaſure 
more, I have. a Crown more, I have an 
everlaſting Kingdom more, I have a whole 
World more, out of ſight and danger too ; 
that and the orher thing 1s gone, but it's 
not Chriſt, it's not Heaven, Chriſt is lett, 
and Heaven is left : and this now cannot 
wm very much leſlen any Loſs, 

- It will help to lighten all the Croſſes 
and Aflitions i in the World. Our Saviour 
himſelf went through the Sufferings and 
Shame of the World, with an Eye ſet on 
the Joy ſet before him : Heb. 12, 2. Who 
for the Foy that was ſet before him, endured 
the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and 1s ſet 
down at the right Hand of the Throne of 
God. Mark pray, for the lightning of the 
Croſs, and Shame, he took the Joy in his 
Eye, "and this Joy in his Eye took the 
Weight out of the Croſs, and the Shame 
out of the Shame of the World, for the 
Foy that was ſe lsfore him. And Chriſtians 
are here called to look at him herein, as 
their Pattern and Example that they are 
to follow in like Caſes, looking at: Jeſus the 
Arther and finiſher of our Faith, The A= 

poltles 
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poſtles here in this Place had their Suffer. 
ings lightned by this; in the Verſe fore. 
going the Text, you have them weighing 
their Afﬀiction and finding it light, mea- 
{uring their Affliction and finding it ſhort; 
but how came it to be thus in their Ac- 
count ? why this you have in the Text, 
I\Vhile we look nt at things which are ſeen which 
are Temporal, but at things which are not ſeen 
which are Eternal : their preſent and ſeen 
Afftlition was light, while they weighed it 
with the \Weight of unſeen Glory, and it 
was likewiſe ſhort while they meaſured it 
with the Eternity of unſeen Glory. O 
Sirs, there's cnough in unſeen things to 
jiighten any Croſs, Suffering, or Affiction 
a Chriſtian can come under, and to make 
him quiet, flent, and patient under all: 
the unſcen thinzs of Heaven are enough to 
quiet, the unſeen tnings of Hell are 
enouzh to ſilence vnder ail: look, Soul, 
but either of thefe ways when thou art go- 
ing under any Crofs, and fo long ſure it 
cannot be heavy on thee; are Sufferings 
now on the2? look at the Priſon, Chains, 
Darineſs, Worm, Fire of the Damned, 
what they are ſvitering on whom God 1s 
raining Snarcs, | ire, Brimtone,and an hor- 
rible Tempeit; and thon canit not think 
them Heavy : or loox at the Reſt, Joy, 
Goodneſs, Glory, laid np for the Saints in 
Heaven, and thou canit not bur fay with 
the Apoſtle, Roin, 8. 18, For ] r:ckon that 


+l. 
6 F7 


Chriſtian's greateFt Concern, 111 


the Sufferings of this preſent Life, are not 
worthy to be compared with the Glory that ſhall 
be revealed. 

5. It will be a remedy againſt all Temp- 
tations : while 449ſes his Eye was upon the 
recompence of Reward, the Riches, Ho- 
nours, and the Pleaſures ; of Pharaol's Court 
were calily overlookd. Heb. 11. 25, 26, 
= Chuſing rather to ſuffer Affidtion. with 
the People of God, than to enjoy tve Pleaſures 
of Sin for a Seaſon ; efteeming the Reproaches 
of Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures in 
Egypt : for be had reſpet# to the recrompence of 
Reward, By Faith he forſook Egypt, not 
fearing the Wrath of the King ; for be cadu« 
red as ſeeing him who is inviſible. This ſets 
a Chriltian above Temptation as tit were, 
it mortifies to the We.rld as betore; and 
this 1s commonly the Matter of Tempta- 
tion, the ETCat Baits that Satan makes uſe 
of arc the thinvs of the World ; he tempts 
ſometimes with the Beauty, ſometimes with 

the Gain, ſometimes with the Glory, and 
ordinarily with ſomething or other of the 
World. Now, I fay, this looking to 
things unſeen, helps ro crucity to the 
World the Matter of Temptation, and fo 
IS 2 {pectal Antidote againſt Temptation : : 
for when the Heart is dead to the Matter 
of a Tempration, it will not eaiily faſten 
on the Tempted : belides, the looking, aT 
unſeen things brings greater thinys into 


hight, than any that can be preſented | in a 
1 cm; Drag. 
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Temptation. Does the Tempter come with 
ſpecious and alluring Temptations, as he 
came to our Saviour with all the Kingdoms 
of the World, and all the Glory of them? 
why an Eye ſet on unſeen things, ſees 
greater things than all the Kingdoms of the 
World, and the Glory of them. Doth he 
come with terrifying and aftrigittug 
Temptations, as Bonds, or Baniſhment, or 
Tortures ? why an Eye ſet on unſeen things, 
ſees worſer : Unſeen Glory in Heaven is 
oreater than all the ſeen Excellencies on 
Earth; and unſeen Torments in Hell are 
worſe than all the ſeen Tortures of this 
Life. This is another Privilege of looking 
at unſeen things; would you be out of the 
way of Temptations, Temptations that 
have caſt many a one down, and coſt them 
much of their Peace and Comfort in the 
World ? then be much in this Duty, keep 
an Eye on unſeen things. When a Tempta- 
tion comes in its Power, look before you 
as far as Death, as Judgment, as Heaven, 


as Hell; and while theſe are in your Eye, 


they] keep your Heart and the Tempta- 
tion aſunder, As long as the Bird keeps 
above in the Air, ſhe is out of the way of 
Snares, her falling into theſe 1s by lighting 
on the Earti. 

6. A lingulir Remedy again{ Sin 1n 
theſe linning Times, wherein Iniquity a- 
bounds : S$0/97199 preſcribes this to young 
Men, Ecclef. 11.9. Rejoice, O young Many 
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im thy Youth, and lct thy Heart chear thee in 
the Days of thy Youth 5 and walk in the ways 
of thy Heart, and in the ſight of thine Eyes : 
but know thou, that for all theſe things God 
will bring thee to Judgment, Mark, that they 
may be ſtopped in theſe Courſes, he calls 
them to look over their preſent ways, to 
the unſeen Judgment before them. O 
Sirs, theſe nnſeen, unſcen things have much 
weight in them, it Chriſtians would but 
carry them on their Hearts, and look at 
them when Sin is at the Door. I have read 
of a young Woman, who being preſſed by a 
Gallant tro gratify his Luſts, anſwered him, 
if yowl but grant me one requeſt I will 
do what you defire: What 1s that ſaid he 
again ? why, ſaith ſhe, it's but this, do but 
hold your Finger one Rour in the Blaze 
of this Candle: he replied, No : then ſaid 
the, will you nor for my ſake hold your 
Finger one Hour in this Candle, and would 
you have me throw my felt into an ever- 
laſting Fire for you? and this filenced him. 
Why Chriſtians, pray try this Courſe, when 
Sin isat the Door, when you are ready to 
£0 out to any Evil, take unſeen things in- 
to your Eye, look at Death, Judgment, 
Heaven, and Hell ; and ſee if you can, 
if you dire meet or meddle with that Sin, 
with theſe in ght, or while they are in 
1ght : Surely, Sirs, this would be a mighty 
great Preſcrvative: and if you would but 
walk more as ſecing things inviſible, 

you 
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yon ſhould be more undefiled in the 


Way. 

7, It will make you more fit to live any 
where, in any Place, among any kind of 
Perſons. He that hath filled his Eye with 
unſeen things, is prepared to live among 
a Generation, (1.) Of protane Creatures, 
without being drawn to run with them to 
the ſame exceſs of Riot. (2.) Among a 
Company of Worldlings, that are crying 
up the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, with- 
out being enticed to approve their way by 
ſeeing them hurry and rake this World 
together by all means. (3.) Among 
Perſons of mutable and temportizing Spl- 
rits, that are off and on, one thing at one 
time, another at another time : he that 
looks at unſeen things, has that in his Eyes 
which will keep him one and the ſame at 
all times, and in all Places; a \oah in the 
old World, a Lot in Sodoin, a Job in Vz; 
a God-fearing Perſon whereever he come 
Or 1s calk, 


8. Looking at unſeen things will make 


you more willing to die, and go to the ſee- 
ing of unſeen things: whence 1s 1t that 
many Chriſtians are ſo loth to leave and 
go from ſeen things, to part with ſeen Re- 
lations, and ſeen Polleſſions, and ſeen Com- 
forts? is it not froma want of lively Ap- 
prehenſions, and believing Views of the 
unſeen Proviſions made for them in Hea- 
ven? I remember I have read of a devout 


Pilgrim! 
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Pilgrim travelling to Jerrſalem, who in 


his way paſſing through many Cities, and 
ſeeing many rare and choice Monuments, 
yet took no content in any thing that he 
ſaw, but would till ſay, this 1s not Jernuſa- 
lem, this is not Fereſal:yz - why fo truly if 
we had but our Fye as the Apoſtle, on 
things unſeen, we ſhould among all our 
ſeen Comforts, ſay, this is not Heaven, this 
1s not ſceing of God, ſeeing his Face, ſee- 
ing him Face to Face; this :s not being be- 
fore the Throne, this is not the inheriting 
of all things; and our Hearts and Souls 
would be more there, more tet on going 

thither. | 
Secondly, This may ſerve to cxhort us to 
prepare for unſeen things, for a ſeeing of 
things yet unſcen : are there ſuch ? O then, 
Sirs, let it be your great Matter now Day 
and Night, Night and Day, to ect into a 
readineſs for a comfortable feeing of theſe 
things which are not ſeen, This 1s the 
next word I would leave with yon, I pray 
take it up into your Practice, and make it 
your Work. Heb. 11. 7. By Faith Noah 
being warned of God of things not ſeen as yet, 
moved with Fear, prepared an Ark to the ſa- 
ving of his Eouſe. My Beloved, I may ſay 
to you, (1.) You have been warned of God 
this Day (by the Hand of one of his Meſ- 
ſengers) of things not ſeen as yet. (2.) You 
have been told that theſe thines not ſeen 
as yet, are certain and great, greater o_ 
ERC - 
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the things that Noah was warned of, and 
unavoidable, and near, and Eternal : Q 
do as Noah here in this Caſe did, 7z. e. (1.) 
Believe the coming of theſe things not ſeen 
as yet. (2.) Fear, fear being taken unready 
by them at their Coming. -And ( 3.) pre- 
pare an Ark to the ſaving of your ſelves; 
make Proviſion, timely Proviſion for the 
Coming of theſe things ; that as Noah and 
his Houſe were ſaved when the Deluge 
came, ſo you may be ſaved in the Day when 
theſe things begin to come to paſs. [ 
might tell you, (1.) That you are warned 
of them for this. (2.) That you are called 
to this, to prepare an Ark, (3.) That you 


have Means and Helps betruſted with you 


for this. (4.) That you have your Time 
for this. (5.) That you mult not tarry 
long with ſeen things (6.) That dreadful 
things will come in iight, and continue for 
ever in light, it you have no Ark, no Pro- 
viſion ready. (7.) That glorious things will 
appear at ths Appearing of things not 
ſcen as yet, to them that have made due 
and ſeafonable Preparation for them ; on- 
ly Iet me give you a word by way of Di- 
rection: If you ſay, but how may we pre- 
pare an Ark to the ſaving of our ſelves? 
How may we provide and get into ſuch 
readineſs as when unſcen things come into 


ſight, we may ſee God ? Why ina word1 


would tell you ; 
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1. That ſeen things will be no Proviſion 
for unſeen things, will not ſerve to meet 
them with. I pray you take notice of it, 
they are ſeen thirfgs now that we ſpend 
molt of our Time on, that we lay out moſt 
of our Care abour, that we make the great=- 
eſt {tir about ; yet alas, I tell you, none of 
them all, neither one, nor another, will 
be Provilion to meet theſe unſeen things 
with. Dear Sirs, when you have done 
all that ever you can, and laid up the ſeen 
things together, they'l all ſerve for and 
ſignify nothing ; you cannot, you cannot 
meet Death with Houſes and Lands, you 
cannot go to Judgment with Gold and Sil- 
yer, you can't go to Heaven by Maſter, 
and Sir; by Titles and Greatneſs among 
your Neiyhbours: think a little of it, -I 
pray, with your ſelves when alone, ſeen 
things w1il be no Provilion for unſeen, they 
may be your undoing when you come to 
enter on uvſeon, as they have been to 
many thouſands who are gone before, but 
they can't be any Provilion for them : re- 
member this, while you are h: rrying up and 
down among ſeen things tor ſeen things, 
you are wearying, your ſelves for things 
that will not proic when unſcen things 
come upon you, 

2. Only unſeen things are Proviſion for 
unſeen things: things that will terve to 

meer 
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meet them with, as an Intereſt in Chriſt, 
a new Creature, a pure Heart, a good Con- 
ſcience, a Treaſure of ſaving Grace laid 
in; theſe are the things that will be Pro- 
viſion to meet the thyngs not yet ſeen 
with. When the i lood came upon the old 
World, Houſes, and Lands, and Trex 
ſures, and Multitudes of Friends, and all 
ſeen things they had about were nothing; 
many a one then periſhed, that had a fine 
Houſe, a fair Eſtate, that was living in the 
midſt of Pomp and Pleaſure, and Plenty; 
and only Noah and his Houſe that had the 
Ark, and were got into it, were ſaved. 
SO, Sirs, when theſe things begin to come 
into light, all ſecn things "(as I have ſaid) 
will be nothing ; it will be all one, whe- 
ther you have Houſes or no Houſes, Rich- 
es Or Rags, all will be if you have the Ark, 
7, e. if you have Chriſt, it you be in him; 
only this, an Intereſt 1a Chriſt will carry 
through unſeen Heath, through unſeen 
Jud;;zment, and to unſeen Glory, to the 
new Heavens, and the new Earth, to the 
Throne of God and of the Lamb, to the 
Temple of God, to the Crown of Life, 
the Kingdom ot Heaven, and the Inherr 
tance of a!] things, <7 12. Heth#t 
hath the Son bath [ Life, and be that hath nt 
the Son bath not Life; Life in Death, Lite 
at Judgment, Lite in Glory, and ſhall live 
with God for ever, This, this is the Pro- 
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viſion that willnot fail. So that if you 
would be in readineſs for this ſeeing of 
unſeen things, ſee that you ger into the 
Ark, I ſay; that you han, nor about it on- 
ly by a general Profelilion, but that you 
come into it; that you ger a Polleilion of 
Chriſt, a part in Chriſt, and then you 
are ſafe; then, and never till then you ſhall 
be ready. - A Man in a Market 1s then rea- 
dy to go Home when he has done all his 
Buſineſs that he came about, when he has 
bought in Provition for his Houſe, &c. and 
ſoa Perion is then ready for this great 
opening of nnſeen things, when al! his 
Time and worldly Bulineſles are ended, 
and his Provilion for Eternity are 17 rea- 
dineſs ; and this is when he 1s got into the 
Ark, Chriſt. 

3. We may hence be cthas " to 
defire and ſeek to come to the ſeeing of 
theſe unſeen things. This is the thn d Word. 
(1.) Look at; (2) Prepare tor; (3.) 
Seek and long to go to the ſeeing of them. 
If looking at them was ſuch a Cordial 
and Corroboration to the Apoſtles among 
their many Prellures : O then what, what 
is this ſeeing, the enjoying of them ? It's 
faid of the Patriarchs, that they were 
Strangers and Pilgrims, Heb. 80s: 13. 
Theſe ail died in Faith, not having received 
the Promiſes, but having ſeen them afar off, 
and were perſmaded of them, and embraced 

them 
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them, and confeſſed that they were Strangers 
. and Pilgrims on the Earth, Yer. 16. They 
deſired a better Countrey, Of Abraham, Ver. 
10. 'tis ſaid, be looked for a City that had 
Foundations. 

Why on this Faſhion Chriſtians, (1,) 
Live as Strangers and Pilgrims on the 
Earth. (2.) Seck a City, and look for a 
better Countrey. (3.) Deſire to go to ſee 
the things that God hath prepared. 

O mcthinks this News of unſeen things 
Jhould ſet afoot great Deſires, Longines, 
and Breathings in Chriſtians after Hea- 
ven, where they are to be ſeen. But 0 
the Unbelief and Carnality that lodges in 
us! it we were told of 'wonderful things 
that were fallen to us in far Countries, 
(1.) What haſte would we make towards 
them? (2.) How loth would we be to 
tarry from them? (3.) How long ſhould 
we think it ere we came to them ? But 
alas, the Holy Ghoſt hath made great Diſ- 
coveries to us, to us of glo;1ous things 
within the Vail, of Crowns, and King- 
doms, and Reſt, &c. and yet we, we lin- 
ger here among unſeen things, make little 
haſte towards unſeen things, or think it 
Jong that we are from them. Pray Ccot- 
{ider, in a word, Chrittians, that your 
Deſires after this ſeeing of unſeen things 
may be warmed and raiſed, 1 ſay, conſider 
theſe three things, | 
z. Who 
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1, Who and what is there (viz. in Hea- 
ven) this may quickea you to this longing 
for : I may tell you, 

(7.) That all your beſt Friends are there, 
your Father is there, and your Chriſt is 
there, and your Comforter is there, and 
your Brethren are there; all the Sons, 
and all the Daughters of God, who have 
been going lience from 4dam to this Day, 
are gone thither,; and are now there: Is 
it not very deſirable to-go to, and to be 
with them? Where ſhould a Child of 
God chuſe-or delire to be, if not there 


where his Father and all his beftFriends . 


are ? 

(2.) Conſtder that your beſt 'Eſtate '1s 
there ; -as your belt Friends live, ſo your 
beſt Eſtate lies'there, your Reſt, your In- 
heritance, your Crown, your Kingdom, 
your World, and al] lies there. Ir may 
be, (1.) Here you have no Reſt, and there 


you ſhall have no Labour. (2.) Here you . 
have Shame, and there -you- ſhall have a : 
Crowa of Glory. (3.) Here you have no + 
Inheritance, not- ſo:much as whereon to -- 
ſet a Foot, or at molt but a poor; narrow. . 
and dirty one, full of Incumbrances; there : 
you have a fnll and fair Inheritance. (4.) 
Here you- are pent-up in a narrow Coms- - 
paſs; there you have a whole Kingdom, a : 
World of your own to twrfi you to - where : 


thould you deſire and chuſe to be ? 


G.. (3:) Your-r | 
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(3-0. Your everlaſting. Home is there, 
zaur eternal Abode, the Place - where 
vau ball be for evex.and ever. Here 
YR are as Strangers, in a Foreign Coun- 
try, as Travellers in an Inn ; there's your 
Ceuntrey, theres your Home ; how ſhould 
you longito be there ! This 1s one: 


2, Conkder what. there is not, 
what you ſhall not ſee there. The Jews 
that were left of the Captivity, were 
ſet on going into Egypt, becauſe there 
they hoped to be exempted from the 
Dangers and Wants that attended them 
in their preſent Station : . Jer. 42. 14. We 
will go into Egypt, where we ſhall ſee mo 
Tar, nor hear of the ſound of the Trum- 
pet, nor bave bunger of Bread, and there 
will we dwill, O Sirs, how ſhould: Saints 
be ſet on goiag for Heaven, where they 
ſhall ſee no War, nor hunger of Bread! 
O think of it. (1-) There you ſhall ſee 
no Luſts to entice; (2.) No Devil to 
tempt; ( 3.) No World to ſeduce; ( 4.) 
No Afflictions to load ; ( 5.) No Labours 
to vieary; (6.) No Cares to perplex; 
( 7.) No Lolles tovex; (8.) NoEvilsto 
exerciſe and diſquiet : All rheſe things 
that are now ſeen, ſtall then be unſeen 
things for ever. Saints yow in Heaven 
ere ſreing none of th2:0, ſha!] never ſee 
#OV Gt 0K, 222! tor aver, Do you now, 

SIrs, 
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Sirs, conflict with all, or moſt of theſe, Day 
after Day ? Do'you groan and ſigh under, 
are your Lives imbitter'd by them ? Why 
ſhonid you not long then to be at the un- 
ſeen things, where theſe will be unſeen for 
ever * 


3. Conſider what you ſhall ice there. 
But how can I te!] you this? They are 
unſeen things that are to be ſeen there ; 
beyond all that hath beea ſeen, and paſt 
all that can be thought by the Sons of 
Men! Expe&t not to be told, till you 
come to ſee: Only I may tell you, that 
when you are come to the ſceing theſc 
mmſeen things; Then, * 


1, You ſhall ſee God ; John 1. 18. Ns 
Man bath ſcen God at any times, tye only 
begotten .Son which is in the Boſom of the 
Father, he bath declar'd him. A fight of 
God is beyond all that 1s attainable here : 
But there you ſhall ſee him Face to Face : 
1 Cor. 13.12. For now we ſee through a Glaſs. 
darkly, but then Face t9 Face: Now I know 
mn part, but then {31 1 know, even as alſo. 
Tam knows, Then C(z.e. ) in Heaven, 
1 Jokn 3. 2, But we know that when be fhall 
appear, we ſhall be like vim; for we fhall 
fee bim as he «5. Tou ſhall then ſee the 
Divine Eſlence, the Trinity -of Perſons, 
the great Myſtery, God manifeſt in the 
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Fleſh, the perſonal Union of the two Na- 
rnres in the Son of God, the glorious At- 
tributes of God. 1, His almighty Power. 
2. His infinite Wiſdom. 3. His bound. 
leſs Goodneſs. 4. His bottomleſs Mercy, 
5. His endleſs Love, &c. And © this 
will be another manner of Sight than any 
that ever has come in ſight ! 


2. You ſhall ſee the Angels, the holy An- 
gels of God ; 1, Their infinite Number; 
2. Their beautiful Order ; 3. Their bleſſed 
Work ; 4. Their glorious Properties and 
Perfections. O what a light will this be! 
If when only one Angel appeared to the 
Shepherds (in his Night-clothes, as I may 
fay) they were ſurrounded with ſo great 
Glory, that it's ſaid,- Zake 2. 9. The Glory 
of the Lord ſhone round about them, that is, 
a tranſcendent and ſurpaſſing Glory, 1 
ſay, if the preſence of one Angel was x- 
companied with ſo great a Glory, then 
what will it be to ſee the thouſand thov- 
fands that miniſter to Chriſt, and the ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand that fall down 
before him ! 


3. You ſhall ſee all the Saints of God, 
all that are gone to God, and are with God 
this Day in Glory. If, my Beloved, but 
one of theſe were ſent from Heaven ; if but 
Abraham, or Moſes, or David, or Peter, 

or 
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of Paul, ſhould come. again into this 
World, how far would you :not go to ſee 
this one ? When Lazarus was raiſed from 
the Dead, its ſaid, John 12. 9. And they 
came not for Feſus ſake only, but that they 
might ſee Lazarus alſo, whom he had raiſed 
from the Dead. The rarity of the ſight, 
viz, a Man that had been in, that was 
come out of another World, brought ma- 
ny from far and near : Why fo would you 
not go a great way to ſee ſuch a Man ? 
Why how willing then ſhould you be to go 
to Heaven, where you ſhall come to ſee, 
not one bnt all the Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apoſtles, Martyrs, Confefſors and Saints 
Qut ot every Nation under Heaven : Here 
you ſhall ſee Abraham, and Moſes, and Da- 


wid ; here Parents ſhall ſee their Children 


again, and Children their Parents ; Huſ- 

bands ſhall ſee their Wives again, and 

Wives their Husbands ; Paſtors ſhall ſee 

_ People again, and People their Pa- 
ors. | 


Quos modo miramus Regione videbimus illa, 
Et veteres inter fuſcipiemus Avos. 
* Bapt. Mantuanus, 


And you ſhall not only ſee them thus, but 
fee them without all thoſe Aﬀictions, Bur- 
dens, Blemiſhes, Corruptions, ImperfeAt- 
ons, and Infirmities that did ac_ 

TNCIR 


126 *Tyoifible Realities the Real 
them in this State, and clothed with glo- 
rious PerteQtions. | 


4. You ſhall ſee all thoſe great things, 
which the great God hath prepared for his 
Saints before the Foundation of the World; 
the things that are ( as before? ſet out 
by the Names and Titles of a better Coun- 
try, Paradiſe,” a Houſe, a City, an Inheri- 
tance, Crown, Kingdom, and the reſt. You 
ſhall ſee all, all theſe, all the things wherein 
the Purpoles and Counſels of the Father, 
the Purchaſes and Performances of the 
Son, the Workings and Operations of the 
Spirit, meet in their Perfection, and have 
their full, perfe&t, and eternal Accompliſh- 
ment and Conſummation. O who would 
not long for ſuch a fight ? Who would be 
unwilling to go from ſeeing Sin, and Sor- 
row, and Want, to ſee iuch a light as this 
for ever? 


4 * 4 


5- I might further tell yon, that you ſhall 
there lee a clear and tis{ying Retolution 
of all hard ani donbiinl Queſtions, a full 
determination of the voluminous Contro- 
verſies and Diſputations -bout the great 
Mylteries of Eletion, redemption, Juſtt- 
fication, Sa;Rification, the Relurrection, 
Conſimmation, Judgment, £c. 


6, A 
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6. A plain and full Expoſition of all 
dark and obſcure Places in the Scripture ; 
the true and full meaning of every Text, 
even thoſe that now the numerous and 
voluminous Commentaries of the moſt 
learned and eminent Writers of all Ages, 
leave us in the dark about. There are 
gvovoyrz, things hard to be underſtood ; 
and «Auzz, Knots that cannot be untied : 
But then dark things ſhall be perfectly clea- 
red, and doubtful things fully reſolved to 
a plenary Satisfaction. 


This is the third thing, to exhort us to 
deſire and ſcek to come to the ſecing of 
theſe unſeen things: 


